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| The PRINCIPLES of 


DEISM 


» ruly Repreſented, Sc. 


„ N i 
Iwo DIALOGUES 
Between a $ ceptict and a Dei. 


ASSAGAARLAARGAGARALSE 


Drartocuvs 'E 
| Concerning the Chriſtian Revelation. 


— IM old Friend I am ghd to 
L ſee you: You are the Man 1 
deſired to meet. 


| Fe eptick. 21 


oe Servant. Tis a long 
C ASIC OY =). 
= hk ſince we ſaw one ano- 


Deiſt. Sir, I am your hum- 15 


thus befor; and therefore I am the better pleas d 5 


with my good Fortune now. | 
| Seep. So long, that tho' you have Civility enough 
to know me again, I am ſomewhat doubtful whe- 
A 2 ther 

gt | 


4 The Principles of DIS 


therl may pretend to the ſame Friendſhip that was 


once between us. 


Deiſt. You are true to your old Humour ſtill I 


| perceive, and are as very a Sceptick as ever: But if 
you could be aflur'd of any thing, I would beg 
ol you to look upon this one thing as certain, that 


I always preſerve the ſame Regard for my Friends, 
tho? I have not always the ſame Opportunities of 


| ſhewing it. 


Scep. You and I were very well acquainted for- 
merly - We have convers'd freely together in our 
time; and in thoſe Days, when you was as much 
a Sceptick as I, our Agreement in believing no- 


thing made us as faſt Friends, as if we had ſign'd 


the ſame Articles of Faith: But you have been a 
great Traveller (I am told) ſince I ſaw you, and 


have fixt your Opinions; and I could not tell what 


Alteration a Variety of Climates, and a different 


Way of thinking, might have made in you. _ 


5 
1 
| 
; 
; 
1 


Deiſt. As to Travelling, I don't know what you =4 


mean: But, by the Strength of my own Reaſon, 1 
have made a ſhift to clear up many Points to my 


ſelf, which I could never be certain of before. 
Sep. It is for this Reaſon that I am very deſi- 


rous of renewing my Acquaintance with you, in 
hopes you may deliver me from the Uneaſineſs of 


doubting of every thing; which, I muſt own, be- 


gins to grow very troubleſome: For I am often- 


times ſo diſtracted with contrary Arguments, and 


amus'd with various Colours and Reſemblances; 

there are ſo many different Probabilities tugging 
my Mind ſeveral Ways at once, that I find it not 
only difficult, but painful to ſuſpend, and keep the 
Balance even; and ſometimes I am diſpos'd to let 
go my hold, upon the next ſhock of Reaſon that 


comes againſt me; and then again I am afraid of 
being convinc'd, leſt when one Point is granted, 
ſome other more ungrateful Truths ſhould force 


their | 


| 
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their Way after it. This, Sir, is the unhappy Si” 


tuation of my Soul; and you are the Man that 


muſt eaſe me, who have, it ſeems, found the Way 
of curing your felt. It is from you that I expect 


the Pleaſure of believing and being fixt in ſuch O- 


pinions as will give me no trouble to keep. 


\ Deift. I am obliged to you for entertaining ſuch 


favourable T houghts of me; but {till I don't un- 


derſtand what you mean by my being a great Tra- 


veller. When I was a young Man I went into 
France and Italy, and made ſome ſtay at Rome; 

but ſince we were together laſt, 1 have never been 
out of England. 


Scep. No Sir! Why, I thought you had been all 5 


the World over; that you had travelled far and 
near, not only by Land and Sea, but by Air and A#- 
ther; that you had viſited all the planetary Sy- 


ſtems, ſhot the Gulph, and paſt through all the 


Caverns of the Earth, down to the Central Fire; 
and in ſhort, that you had ranſack'd every Nook 


and Corner of the Univerſe. 
Deiſt. You aſtoniſh me! I am at a loſs to know 


what you intend by all this, and mult wait till you 


are pleas'd to inform me. 
Scep. To deal freely with you him; when you 


and I communicated our Thoughts lalt, it ſeem'd 


a doubtful thing to us both whether there was a 


| Ged or no. And now I hear you are fully {ati(- 
fy'd that there is none; which I thought ' twas im- 
poſſible for you to be ſure of, except you had 
taken the whole Tour of Nature, and had made 
a very diligent and careful Search too wherever 


you came. 
Deiſt. Whoever has given you my Character of-- 


late, has deceiv'd you very much in his Accounts 


of me; for | am ſo far from belicying that there is 


no God, that I am amaz'd to think how any Man 
can doubt of his Being. Every thing we meet 


with 
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with bears Witneſs of him: All the Creatures have 
the Marks and Impreſſions of their Author upon 
them; and there is not a Stone, a Plant, or an In- 
ſect, but will lead you up to the Fountain of all 
Being and Life: So that a Man ſhould not travel 
through the World, but rather get quite our of 
it into ſome vaſt empty Space, far from all man- 
ner of Objects, if he would diveſt himſelf of the 
Notion of a Deity; and even there he could not 
deny the Exiſtence of a God, without Torgnrting 
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his own. * 
Sleep. How's this! What 8 on the other j 
ſide! This is the moſt wonderful Change I ever | 


heard of. From doubting of a God to denying. 
him is an eaſy Step; but for a Sceptick to turn Bi- 
got is very unnatural, and out of all Obſervation. 
For my part, I am juſt where you left me ſtill; I 
neither aſſent nor deny. There are, I confeſs, ma- 
ny things which might induce a Man to imagine | 
that there was ſome firſt Being which gave Birth to 
all other Beings. And 'tis hard to give an Al- | 
count how the World ſhould be as it is, except 
there had been ſome Wiſdom and - Contrivance + 
employ'd in the Diſpoſition of it. But then a- 
gain, there are ſeveral Appearances which I can't 
reconcile to the common Notions Men have of 
God; and therefore I cannot ſpeak with that Aſ 
ſurance of theſe Matters which you do: However, 
Iwill not enter upon this Diſpute with you at pre- 
ſent; becauſe I find you ſo determined your elf, | 
| and fo ſecured by Numbers of your fide; but ! 
A will beg to be informed what other Principles you 
have got which you embrace with the ſame Con- 
fidence; becauſe it looks probable enough to me, 
that if there be any ſuch thing as Certainty to be 
had in one Point, there is as much Reaſon to ex- 
pect i it in others. 
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ſet in a true Light, 7 
Deiſt. I am not aſham'd of my Principles or 
Opinions of any kind; but what ſort of Princi- 


ples are they which you deſire to know? Such as 


concern Religion, or 


; Scep. O, by all means, your religious Principles, 
as you call them: For if one thing be more ne- 


ceſſary to be known than another, it muſt be Re- 


ligion: And if I could come to a Certainty in that 


matter, I ſhould very eaſily bring my felt to Rea- 
ſon about every thing elſe, as the reſt of the World 


Deiſt. So far you argue very juſtly and 1 hope, 


before our Converſation ends, to give you ſuch a 


rational Account of Religion, as you will not be 
afraid to receive. nn . 


Step. There you ſay ſomewhat: For between 


our ſelves, I am free to acknowledge, that all my 


Scruples and Diſtruſts concerning a God, did 
really proceed from a terrible Train of Conſe- 


quences, which I foreſaw would croud in upon 


me, if I once granted this Point; ſuch as would 
lay great Reſtraints upon me, damp all my Plea- 
ſures, and put me under a Neceſſity of altering tile 


whole Courſe of my Life ; which might prove a 
very troubleſome Bnſineſs to do, LEE 


Deiſt. I can't tell what ſtrange Apprehenſions 
you may have of God, which make you unwilling 


to own him: But I take him to be an eaſy merci- 
ful Being, that loves his Creatures, and requires 


no other Service from them than what is agreeable 


to their Nature and Jaclinations, © 


Scep. That's very kind indeed, if it be as you 
ſay: But ſo far as I am a Judge of this matter, 
there are a great many things in Religion that won't 
at all agree with my Conſtitution; nor with yours 
neither, unleſs you are mightily chang'd from what 


you was: And I don't hear but as to the * 
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part of your Character, you are the ſame Man, 
both Believer and Infidel. 


Deiſt. Pray whence have you theſe terrible No- 


tions of Religion? I hope you don't give heed to 

Prieſts and Fanaticks, who take a malicious Plea- 
ſure in tying up their Brethren to hard Meat, while 
they let looſe their own Appetites to every thing 
that they like; and claim it as their Peculiar Pri- 
vilege, to indulge themſelves. Fn, 
S cep. No Sir; I dont regard what this or that 
; particular Retailer of Religious Doctrines is pleas d 
to deliver; nor what is ſumm'd up together as the 


Faith of this or that Party: But in thoſe very Books 


which all the ſeveral Se&s of Religioniſis in this part 


of the World acknowledge and ſubmit to as of un- 


deniable Authority; There it is that I find a great 
many things, which, with the ſofteſt Interpretati- 
on I can put upon them, will never be brought to 
ſuit with my inclinations and ways of living. 1 
can't tell what ſtrange Art the Jeſuits have got of 
making up pretty convenient Setts of Morals, fit 


for every Man's uſe, and adjuſted to the Size of 


every Man's Conſcience; but were I to ſtudy the 
Scriptures never ſo long, I ſhould hardly be able, 
by all the bending and plying I could uſe, to make 


them ſerve all my purpoſes. 
Deiſt. What do you believe the Scriptures then 2 
Scep. No: But I take it for granted, you do. 


| Deif?, What reaſon have I given you to ſuſpect 


me of ſo much Credulity ? Becauſe I agree with 


all the Nations and Ages, of the World, in the ac- 
knowledgment of a God, muſt I believe every pre- 
tender to Meſſages and Commiſſions from Hea- 
ven? The voice of Nature is plain and eaſy to be 
underſtood, but that which they call the Word of 


God is paſt my comprehenſion. 


. 1 beg n Pardon for making any addition | 
8. 


3 ; * 4x 4 r * - , ” e 
S ⁰ð c ES 
, dh. - UAE oe ater 64-4 Bs, 


- 
{3 * 
- 
of 
* 
ys 
3 
4 
74 
* 
4 
2 
13 
* 
* 


SORG ILL Dd? 2 3 PLoS ter rg Fig 


< * 7 2 5 . 1 . Y 1 
- © CN . = n * e 4 W 1 Me” 
FAS, r Alt. 855 RE IRON "LN 8 2 * e 


fet in a true Light. 9 : 
to your Creed; but hearing you talk of God and 
Religion, I concluded preſently that you had been 


42 Chriſtian; becauſe all that I meet with in theſe 


Parts of the World (however they differ in their 


| Notions about Chriſtianity) go under that Name, 
excepting ſome few Jews that live among us, and 
I preſume you are no Proſelyte to tlem. 


Deif?. No indeed: I am no Jew, neither am I 


- f Chriſtian : The Character I bear is that of Dei; 

and I anſwer to no other Name. I am fully per- 

ſuaded that there is a God; and I have as wor- _ 
thy and as honourable Notions of him as any Few 


or Chriſtian of them all; but I know of no Books 


that were written by him ; and I don't believe a 
Tittle either of the O14 Teſtament or the New. 


Scep. And are you as ſure that theſe Books are 5 


falſe, as you are that there i is a God! ? 


| Deife. Yes; why not? 
Scep. This is ſtranger than all the reſt: 1 could 


not eaſily have imagin'd, that an old well: beaten 
Sceptick would prove a ſturdy A ſſerter of God and 
Religion; but that a Man ſhould come fo far and 


yet go no farther, this is what I do not readily un- 


derſtand. 


Deiſt. I wonder at that ; for tho you are ſtill in 


| the ſtate of S.epticiſm, ſo as not to be poſitive either 
in Aſſerting or Denying any thing, yet you mult 
needs own that ſome things appear clearet, and 
more probable to you than others; and particular- 
ly, that the Natural proofs, of the Being of God; 
ſeem much brighter and ſtronger, and much more 
irreſiſtible than thoſe that are brought for the truth ; 
of the Chriſtian Religion, 


Scep. Quite contrary, I do aſſure you, if may 


be al to uſe ſuch a confident Word. 


Deiſt. It can never be; you mult ſay this as 
your manner is) in pure Contradiction, only to 


make me abate of my Confidence, and to ſhew me 


3 . how 
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| how far am from certainty when 1 think I hare 
faſteſt hold of it. 

_. Scep. No indeed; I am very rio and in Earn- 
eſt, when I tell you, that I could be much eaſier 

convinc'd of the trath of the whole Chriſtian Reli- 

gion together, than I could be brought to believe 

i God by * Arguments that a Deiſt could urge 
for it. 


Dei. You bare ſur prix d me now as much as 
did you before: pray favour me with an ac- 


count of the Grounds you proceed upon. . 
Scep. Thar I ſhall very willingly; for I am very 

ready to hear or impart any thing, tho? I am not 
ſo free to believe. You know very well that we 
Modern Scepticks do not keep our Souls at ſuch an 
exact poiſe as our Fore- Fathers did: And, as to 
my ſelf in particular, I am fo far inclin'd to the E- 
picurean Sect, as to have a greater SE of my 
Senſes than my Reaſon. L 
Deid. This is ſtrange Dodrine ; but pray what 

_ uſe do you make of it? 


Scep. That you ſhall ſee oreſincly : but firſt let 


me ask you one Queſtion; Do you believe the 
Morld to have been Eternal? Or is it your Opinion 
that it was created in Time : 2 
Deiſt. 1 hold that the World was made by God, 
not created out of Nothing (as the Divines ſpeak) 5 
but moulded into Form, and the Springs of Mo- 
tion ſet a going. But why do you ask this? 


Scep. Only to illuſtrate the Matter I am upon to 


you. Suppoſing then that you had been the firſt 
thing that was form'd upon a Chaos, ſuch as you 
take this Earth once to have been; and while you 
was groping up and down in the Dark, up to 
the Knees in Mud, you had heard a Voice lay, 
Let there be Light, and immediately there was Light; 


and that afterwards, upon another like Command, 


you had found the Water n from under your 
Fee 5. 
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Feet, and haſtening from all the parts about you 
into Chanels juſt then open'd to receive em; 


1 and being thus ſet upon dry Ground, you had 
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all. 
. Sep. No! Let us s ſuppoſe then once more, that 

you had been preſent at all thoſe wonderful Facts 
which are ſaid to have been done by Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles i in the Scriptures, and had had ſome 
| ſhare in them your ſelf, as being healed or raiſed 


| look'd up and ſeen the Sun, Moon, and Stars ſhoot. 

forth, and take their Places in a Firmament newly 

made for them; and after this, the Trees and 
' Fowls and Beaſts had all ſprung out of the Ground 


and the Water, in your fight, at the ſame word of 


Command: would not this wonderful Scene, diſ- 


play'd and acted in this manner in your preſence, 


have given you a fuller and more ſatisfactory Con- 
viction of God's forming the World, than what you 

have now by all the Inferences drawn from the 

preſent Frame and Conſtitution of Things? 


Deitt.] can't ſay but it would: But this is All 


an imaginary Scene, an extravagant Suppoſition, 


beyond any thing that even Revelation pretends to. 
Scep. Pray miſtake me not; I am far from aſ- 


ſerting any ſuch thing as a Creation, or Formation of 
the World at all: But I only draw this Image, to 
ſhew you how far ſenſible Knowledge is to be pre- 
ferr'd to that which is call'd Rational; which be- 
ing granted, it muſt be allow'd me that I had 


good Reaſon to ſay, that the. Proofs brought for 


the Chriſtian Religion have a greater appearance 


of Truth in them, than any Arguments which can 
be produc'd for the Being of a God, by one who 


_ denies that God ever concern'd himſelf with the 
World ſince he made it. 


Det? I don't underſtand that Conſequence at 


from the Dead, or the like; That you had ſeen. 


Chrif crucity'd, and converled with him after he 
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was riſen from the Grave, and had beheld him af- ; 
cending up from you into Heaven; That you had 
known the Apoſtles, their Education and way of 
Life, and had heard them ſpeak ſuch Languages 
| as they never learn'd; And that afterwards you 
f | had obſerv'd what a mighty Progreſs the Goſpel 
| made in a ſhort time, notwithſtanding all the 
| Power and Zeal that were employ'd to ſuppreſs 
| it: Had you your ſelf been a Witneſs of all this, 
| | ſhould you not have been better ſatisfy'd that theſe 
= things were done by the Hand of God, than you 
' _ are now, that the whole World was ſome time 
1 or other form'd by him when you was not pre- 
= ſent to ſee the ordering of it? 
=: Deif. Still you go on upon ocular Teſtimony, 
"mi which is immediate and irreſiſtible, and ſcemis to 
i | convince more, becauſe it's quicker and pleaſes 
il better, than rational Demonſtration; tho' according b 
| - to the Opinion of the beſt Philoſophers, the latter 
I is, in its own Nature, more proper to convince. 
if But this is nothing to our purpoſe, for you and 1 
j | were born long after theſe things were pretended 
I. to be done, and conſequently all kind of proof 
' from Senſe is impoſſible. OE OTE 


Wl! © Step. J am not going about to prove that you 
T or I ever ſaw any of theſe things; bur if you will 
| | ſuffer me to give you my Notions with the ſame 

= freedom that you have communicated yours, I 
—_— muſt tell you in the next place, that, having a good 
| opinion of my own Senſes, I am apt to have a ſuit- ? 
| able regard to thoſe of other Men ; ſo that I be- 


|; lieve what they tell me they faw and heard, much I 
ſooner than what they pretend to prove to me by 3 
1 rational Arguments, tho' they uſe never ſuch | 
1 ſtrong words, and call every thing they ſay Demon- | 
| Dei#?. The gencrality of the World judge quite 1 
i 3 otherwiſe. | JJ... we fe Oven N 
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ſet in a iu Light. Yo 13 , 
Scep. I know they do, and therefore they cry 


up Mathematicks as the moſt certain piece ot Know- 


ledge we are capable of; But I can't be of their 


Mind: For there are ſo many Poſtulata, Axioms, : 


Definitions, Propoſitions, and Corollaries, to be 
underſtood, before one can come at any of thoſe 


demonſtrated Truths which they boaſt .of, that 1 


am quite tir'd before I come thither, or elſe drop 


ſome of the Links, and ſo loſe the Connexion. | 1 
Dieicz. But is not this an eaſier, and ſurer way 


5 of finding out Truth, and Examining Evidence? 


Scep. In ſome caſes perhaps it may: But ſhould 
I go upon the Change, and there talk with ſeve- 


ral Merchants and others, that told me they had 


been at Cadix; that ſome of them had liv'd there, 


others traded thither, and others had Correſpon- 


dence with ſome of the Inhabitants, I ſhould be 


better perſuaded that there was ſuch a Town in. 


Spain, than ever I could be that the three Angles 
of every Triangle are equal to two Right. 
Deist. Whither does all this tend? 0 
Scep. The uſe I make of it is this; That the 
truth of the Chriſtian Religion depending upon plain 


obvious ſenſible Facts, which every Man was a 
capable Judge of at the time they are ſaid to be 


done, *tis very hard to conceive how Mankind 


| ſhould be ſo tar impoſed upon in Matters of this 
Nature, as to agree in the belief of ſo many ſtrange 
Facts, perſorm d in ſuch a publick manner, in ſo 
many Places, for a whole Age together, before ſo 
many Witneſles, of different Characters, and Inte- 


reſts, if none of them all were true ? A 
Deiſt. Is this all you have to ſay for the Credi- 


| bility of the Chriſtian Religion! ? This i is far from. 
the Cafe till. 


Scep. Take me right, I debe you: I am not 
an Advocate for the Chriſtians, never fear that: 1 


am only putting my Objections as ſtrong "of 


Can 
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can, that I may receive the fuller Anſwer to them 

from you that have ſtudied the Point, and are 

therefore, I truſt, very able to explain this odd E- 
vent: For that a great Part of the World do now 

believe all thoſe things that are written in the Scrip- 
ures to be true, I ſuppoſe you allow. _ 

2 Yes, yes; There's no doubt of that, but 
abundance do believe theſe things; and *tis | very 
: cap to account for the Deluſion, 

Sep. As how II pray? 
| Deift. Why, won't Children believe any thing 
that their Parents teach them when they are young? 
The moſt rational Men that ever liv'd have been 
To hamper'd and entangled by the Prejudices of 
Education, that very few of them have been able 
to ſhake off any Opinions which they took in 
Early, tho* never ſo abſurd and ridiculous. Are 
not the Turks as zealous for the Alcoran, as the 
Chriſtians are for the Bible, and all this owing. 
purely to a different Education? The "AUO is 
too obvious to be dwelt upon. 
 Srep. It muſt be conteſs'd, that we are very in- 
clinable to hold faſt what was firſt deliver'd to us. 


The Brains of young People are tender, and re- 


ceive deep Impreſſions; which, if they continue, 
are not eaſily effac'd again. But pray be pleas d 
to inform me what your Thoughts are concerning 
the Antiquity of the Chriſtian Religion: Do you look 
upon the firſt Men that were made by God to have 
been Chriſtians? —\— 
Deiſt. The firſt Men Clriflians / What 2 wild 
| Notion is that? Does not every Body know the 
true Age of Chriſtianity ? This is allow'd by the 


grcateſt Sticklers for it, ta have been of late Ori- 
ginal; their own Account of it reaches no higher 5 


than Tiberius the Roman Emperor. : 
Keep. 9 well: And do en agree in that 
Point 
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' Point with the Chriſtians, that their Religion was 
then firſt publiſh'd ro the World? 


: ei in a clear Light. —— mY 


Deiſt. Yes; why not? 


Scep. And do you lay the firſt Scene of it where 


they do, at Jeruſalem? „ : 
|  Deiſt, It could come from no other Place; that's 


plain from the whole Model of the Invention. 


Scep. Do you allow alſo that it got footing im- 


mediately, and prevail'd among the Jews at Jeru- 


ſalem and other Towns of that Country; and that 
afterwards it ſpread from thence to Rome, Athens, 


and divers other Parts of the World? And do 

you'think that the Propagation of the Goſpel was 
ſo early and ſo wide as is commonly related? 
Dieiſt. There's no Unlikelyhood in all this; for 


Superſtition is very infectious; and the Minds of 


Men are ſtrangely diſpoſed to receive the taint. 


Scep. But pray Sir, were not all thoſe that firſt 


embrac'd Chriſtianity deeply engaged in another 
| ſort of Religion or Superſtition before? Were not 
the Jews bred. up in a profound Veneration of 


Moſes? Were they not very tenacious of the Sta- 


tutes and Ordinances injoined by him, and preſs'd 
upon them by their Fathers with ſtrict Injunctions 


of Care? Were not the Romans likewiſe, and A- 
thenians, and all the other People that turned Chri- 


ſtians, extremely prejudiced by the Guides and In- 
ſtructors of their Youth in favour of the ſeveral 
_ Gods and Cuſtoms of their different Countries? 


And how then could Chriſtianity owe its Succeſs _ 
/// VT EE. 
Deiſt. How now old Socrates! Is this your way _ 


to enſnare a Man with a train of captious round-a- 


bout Queſtions? I ſhall take care how I anſwer 


ſo many again without knowing the drift of them. 


'The Influence of Education is certainly very great, 


tho' I don't think it fo great neither but the deſire 
of Novelty will ſometimes overbear it; and this I 


take 
. 


The Principles of D E1SM 1 
rake to be the preſent Caſe. Chriſtianity was 4 
very new, and a very ſurprizing Doctrine, and 4 
was uſher'd in with wonderful high Pretences; and | 
; this made the World run a madding after it. 
ö | Step. Well then; ſince you are driven from your _ 
If former Poſt, let's examine the ſtrength of this. 
1 Novelty indeed has ſtrange Charms in it, and _ 
Wi - new Opinions will ſometimes get the better of f 
"tf | old ones, tho? never ſo well rivered ; eſpecially if 
1 they fall in better with the prevailing Inclinations 
Ul of our Nature; if they ſooth our Paſſions, and let 
= looſe our Deſires; or if they are obtruded upon 
As by force, and are baek'd with a formidable at- 
N tendance of Croſſes, and Gibbets, and Faggots. 
If the Gariſon be bribed within the Walls, or the 
bh Cannon play furiouſly upon them. from withour, 
WW | tis no great wonder to have them ſurrender the 
"8 Town tho? they lov'd the Place never fo well, or 
= had been all bred and born there. 
Det. I fee what you are aiming at. Becauſe SN 
i - the Doctrines of Chriſtianity are not very palatable _ | 
1 in themſelves, nor were ramm'd down People's _ 
I. . Throats, therefore you can't imagine how ſo ma- f 
„ 5 Perſons ſhould be perſuaded to ſwallow them 
 1=- bol their own accord, unleſs they had good realon _ 
0 do believe, that there was a more than ordinary — 
5 Virtue in them. And this I conteſs, has puzzled = 
Wh! me the moſt of any thing; becauſe I find no man- . 
i" ner of inclination in my ſelf to like what is there 
li E _ preſcribed : But there are ſome Men of fuch an un- 
0 accountable Make, that they will believe any 7 
hh thing that's new, tho? never ſo abſurd and incon- | 
1 ſiſtent: And when they are heated into a ſtrong f 
1 | | * 5 | 
ll | | Belief of their Opinions, they' Il ſuffer any thing | 
nin the World rather than part with them. Some 
8 Inſtances of this kind we meet with in every Age | 
1 and 25 Ser! but 1 mult needs own * | 
| [1 | the f 
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the Humour never was ſo general as it was at that 
time when Chriſtianity firſt appear'd. 
Keep. What ſhould be the Reaſon of ſuch __ 
unuſual turn of Spirit in the Men of that Age. 
Dieiſt. It was {ome critical Juncture, ſome pecu- 
liar Diſpoſition of the Heavens, or tome ſuch kind 
of Univerſal Cauſe as breeds Plagues, raiſes Wars, 
or the like, that diſpos'd Men at that time to 
fall into ſuch a rant unproper, troubleſome 
Delanen. 
Scep. Ic may be ſo; we do not fully underfland | 
all the turnings and windings of Nature: Per- 
haps ſome extraordinary Agitation of the Anima 
Mundi might occaſion a general Diſturbance in 
Men's Brains, after the ſame manner that Wind in 
the Body of the Earth makes a general Earth- 
quake. And therefore I am not ſo apt to won- 
der at any ſtrange Opinions or Doctrines that 
Prevail in the World: Eſpecially conſidering how 
unc.rtain and capricious a thing Reaſon is. But 
that which ſticks moſt with me, is, how ſuch and 
ſuch Facts came to be ſo generally believed: How 
the Senſes of Mankind ſhould be ſo groſſy deceiv'd 
in Matters, within their proper Cognizance. In 
Points of Speculation indeed a Man may bring 
himſelf to believe what he will, or he may have 
Art enough to perſuade another to believe what 
he has a mind he ſhould: But 'tis in no Man's 
Power to perſuade himſelf that he ſaw what he 
did not ſee; nor to make others believe that they 
ſaw and heard what they never ſaw nor heard: If 
you have never ſuch a Power over the Spirit of a- 
nother, when you come to tell him that ſuch a 
thing was done in his ſight which was not done 
at all, he will immediately leave you, withdraw) 
his Homage, and truſt his own Senſes before the 
moſt admird Doctor in the World, 
. Oniſt Ic is indeed very bard o impoſe upon 8 


Men's 


18 The Principles of DESG M 
Men's Senſes in plain Caſes, which they have been 
much uſed to. But Imagination is ſo near a-kin 
to Senſe, that ſometimes when that is ſtrongly 


heated by ſome powerful Deluſion, the Deceit may 
| paſs into the Senſes, and a Man may be brought 


ro think he ſees what he only imagines. . 
| Scep. This will never help you in the preſent 


Caſe, had the firſt Chriſtians been all as fanciful 
| Men as you are willing to repreſent them: And to 
prove that it will not, give me leave to tell you a 


Story that happen'd not long ago. 


Chriſtian Scene again : Several ſtrange Notions he 


had, and abundance of Diſciples, who believed 
ſo throughly every thing he told them, that, by 
his Direction, they left their ſeveral Trades and Oc- 
cupations, and brought all their Goods together to 
one Place, and liv'd in common; and ſo they in- 
| tended to do till the end of all things, which upon 


his word they were fully perſuaded was near at 


hand: And indeed there is nothing in Nature to be 
conceived ſo abſurd, which they would not have 
believed when he aſſured them of it. Now, it hap- 
_ pen'd that when they were all together, in full ex- 
pectation of ſome ſtrange Revolution, the Parſon fell 
ſick; and finding himſelf like to die, he call'd his 
People to him, and bid them not be diſcouraged at 
his leaving them; for within three Days he would 
riſe again; which they as firmly believed as ey 


There was in my Remembrance a Country Par- 
ſon, who was as good a Scholar as any of the 
Chriſtian Apoſtles, not excepting Paul himſelf; and 
if he was not altogether ſuch a Saint, yer he was 
a very honeſt good Man; all his Neighbours gave 
him that Character; and thoſe that underſtood 
preaching, ſaid, he did it very well; but for allthis, 
the poor Man in his latter Days was a little craz'd, 
and nothing would ſerve his turn, but he muſt 
ſet up a new Sect, or rather act over part of the 
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did any of his other Noarines ; and accordingly : 
they attended thereabouts to ſee the Event, ta- 


king their turns to watch Day and Night, that 


they might be ready to meet him. Their Ima- 


ginations were work'd up to as high a Pitch as 


twas poſlible ; but all would not do. He never 


roſe again (as you may imagine) and they were 
not able to bring themſelves to fanſy, that they 
ſaw and convers'd with him; and ſo they depart- 
ed home not a little confounded, and betook them- 
ſelves to their former way of living ; and the dect 
. hath never been heard of ſince. 


Deiſt. This was a mad Fellow led: 
Scep. Ay, you may be ſure of it, or elſe he had 


never pretended to ſuch wonderful Facts without 
being able to perform them. And from hence it 
8 eaſy to conclude, that the Authors of all other 
| Seets, tho? never ſo wild, have not been ſo mad as 
they are commonly thought to be; becauſe they have 


placed all their Religion in Words and Notions that 
would bear turning, and twiſting, and colouring ; 


ſo that every Man being at liberty to ſnape them 
to his own Underſtanding, *tis difficult to root 


them out: Or if they have pretended to any ex- 


traordinary Facts, theſe have been only ſecret Whiſ- 
pers, and Voices, and Appearancet, which no body 
having heard or ſeen but themſelves, they could 


not be diſcovered to be falſe by others. 
Deiſt. So far I grant the firſt Publiſhers of the 


Chriſtian Heligion have taken a quite different me- 
thod from other Broachers of new Doctrine; that 
they have pretended to prove it by abundance of 
uncommon Facts: But how is it poſſible that ſuch 
a ſtrange Story as that which is told about Chriſt 


and his Apoſtles, ſhould be true? Does it not ap- 


Pear at firſt ſight to be all Invention? It is indeed a 
wonder how any ſenſible Men came to believe it 


formerly : But would it not be a greater wonder, 
453: 
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if Men ſhonld continue to believe it to the end 
of the World? 

Scep. If you have no better ground for denying 
it than this, you might as well profeſs your ſelf. 


Sceptick ſtill: For do not the Chriſtians argue juſt | 


thus, that they wonder how any Man can reject 


| what has ſo many Characters of Truth to recom- 
mend it? Were nor, ſay they, the Fats of ſuch 


kinds, and done in ſuch 2 manner as could not be 
| counterfeited 2 Were not the Perſons that did them 


ſuch plain, honeſt, ſincere Men, as could not de- 
ceive? And are not the Accounts which are given 
of theſe things delivered in ſuch a ſimple unaffect- 


ed Style, as takes off all Suſpicion of Forgery ? With 
many the like ſpecious Reafonings. Such Argu- 
ments as theſe ſatisfy every Man juſt as he was 
affected and diſpoſed to believe before. But if 


you would pretend to eſtabliſh your Point, ſo as 


to convince Men that think differently from you, 


vou muſt produce ſome real Teſtimonies and Proofs 
from Antiquity, that this Scene was all laid upon a 


falſe Foundation: For the Chriſtians are certainly 
in Poſſeſſion; they have ſet forth their Title, and 
calbd all the old Men that are extant in Books, both 
Friends and Enemies, to witneſs for them: Pray 


let's hear then what you have to alledge to invali- 


date the Evidence they have brought. 


Deis?. The whole Story conſiſts of ſuch i impro- 


e Accounts, that it eaſily confutes itſelt. 
I'll hear you as to this Plea by and by : 


| 118 Ki preſent I defire to know what Witneſſes you 


will call to prove the Forgery. There were a great 


many Jews, and a great many Heatbens that reject- 


ed this Religion at firſt ; ſurely they had ſome rea- 


ſon to give, why they did ſo; eſpecially the Ralers 
and Philoſophers, 200 the Wiſe Men among them. 
| Beſides, there were many of thoſe that embrac'd 
this Religion at firſt, who revolted afterwards; and 


theſe 
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theſs, methinks, ſhould tell Tales, if there had 


been any foul Play. Can you produce any of 


-them for Evidence in your Cauſe ? 


Dei. There were, no doubt, 1 as 


gave a true Account of this Impoſture, and the : 
whole Management of it; but they are all loſt, 


Scep, All loſt! Not a fragment of them teft! 
Thers are abundance of ancient Books ſtill remain- 
: Is there no mention in any of them of theſe 


| 5 Books that you ſay are loſt? nor any Account 2 

: given how they came to be lolt? _ 85 

© Dei. There are names of ſeveral Books that are 
now miſſing, preferv'd, which, by their Titles arid 
the Names of their Authors, we gueſs were writ _ 
ten upon this Subject; but the Number and the 


Power of the Chriſtians increaſing, to be ſure they 
took care to ſuppreſs. all theſe Books: that made * 70 


gainſt „ 55 
Sep. Tis hard to imagine why they! ſhould 8 


fo fond of an unprofitable Scheme of Falſhood, as 

to deſtroy all the Means of being undeceivd. But 
methinks when the Believers and Unbelievers were 
every Where mix'd together, there muſt have been 
great claſhing 'between them, and conſequently 


Books written for and againſt either Side. Are 


none of theſe Controverſial Writings preſerv'd: 3 
T hey would afford us ſome Light if they were. 


Dei#. Yes, there are ſome Apologies of Chriſti- 


ans to Heathen Emperors, and Governors of Pro- 
vinces, in Anſwer to many things charged upon 
them and their Religion: There's a Treatiſe of = 
Origen againſt Celſus: There are ſome Remains of 

 Hierocles and Porphyry; and the Works of Lucian 
and Julian, &c. are ſtill Extant; all which were 
8 Enemies to the Chriſtians: But theſe are 


ch as the Chriſtians were pleaſed to give us; and 


you muſt needs think that _y would order the 


matter 
95 on 
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matter ſo, that nothing ſhould be left i in them to 
do them any hurt. 0 
Sceep. What, is there no mention in any of theſe 
ancient Books, written for and againſt the Chri- 

ſtian Religion, that the Facts alledg'd by the Chri- 
ſtians were Falſe? 
| 5 No, not as we now have them. 

Scep. Whar ſort of Objections then do the Ad- 
verfacies of Chriſtianity make to it, it they allow 


: the Facts upon which it is built? 


Dieiſt. Why, they ſay, ſome of them, that Chriſt . 
and his Apollies did their Wonders by the help of 
the Devil: And others of them pretend, that as 
great things had been done by Men of different 
Religions (particularly by Veſpaſian, Apollonius Ja- 
neus, &c.) as ever Christ and his Apoſtles did. 

Scep. And the Chriſtians quote theſe ObjeSions 
fairly do they? : 
Deist. Yes, and are very fall in their Anſwers ro 
them. | 
Scep. And if any Body had urg'd, chat che Facts 
upon which they built their Religion were Falſe, 
why ſhould not they have mention' d theſe Objec- 


tions too as well as they did the other? 


Dei. Becauſe they thought the former would 
not hurt their Cauſe, and the latter would. They 
knew very well where the pinch of the ps lay, 
and ſo they took care to ward off that Blow. 
Scep. I hen it muſt be ſuppoſed, that none of 
| theſe firſt Chriſtians, at leaſt none of the Writers, 
did really believe their Religion to be true, but 
only Profeſt to believe what _y Knew in their 
Hearts to be a Cheat? 
Deist. Why ſo? 5 
Sͤeep. The Reaſon is plain; 3 Perſons that 
are throughly perſuaded of a thing, are never afraid 
of what can be ſaid againſt i it; ee ſuch as 
are 
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are engag'd in Controverſy; it being commonly, 
and jultly obſerv'd, that Anſwerers always muſter 

up as many Objections and make them all as for- 

midable as they can; either to magnify the good- 
neſs of their Cauſe, or the ſtrength of their own 

Reaſon. 

Deif?. Ay; but this was ſo tender a Point, chat 
none of them durſt touch upon it. 

_  Ncep. O Sir, you are not acquainted with the 

utmolt Extent of Learned Vanity. Was there no 

ſuch thing as a Critick ving in the World before 
every ſcrap and fragment of thoſe Writings you 


talk of, was loſt? It there had, I am ſure he would 


have done his beſt to find it out, to reſtore the 
Text and to put large Comments upon it, what- 
ever Miſchict had happen'd to Religion by it. But 


it ſeems you have no Witneſſes to produce of any 


kind. Let us procced then upon another foot, and 
let us hear what you have to ſay to the Story's 
cConfuting itſelf: For there I perceive you think 
your {clt ſtrongeſt in your Proof. 
Deiti. This is ſo plain a Cale, that, if any one 
will but lay by the Prejudices of Education, and 
impartially read over the Chriſtian Story, he muſt 
needs judge it impoſſible to be true. TE 
Scep. That's fairly and luſtily aſſerted; and if 
it were but half ſo well proved, it would ſupply 
the want of any other Evidence, and convince the 
moſt zealous Chriſtian breathing. But I being 
none of thoſe that require ſuch ſtrong Applications _ 
to my Underſtanding, I ſhall not expect ſo much 
as this from you: I won't put you to the trouble 
of ſhewing the Story to be impoſſible, or ſo much 
as improbable ; if I were but ſatisfy d of the bare 
Poſſibility of its being falſe, I ſhould be ready « e- 
nough to allow it to be ſo. 


= Beit. That's the eaſieſt his is in the World to 
Prove. 


Scep. 
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. . Scep. I am glad of it with all my Heart. But 
when you go about to ſatisfy me in this Point, 
you mult remember my Infirmity, that I am no 
Friend to bare Reaſoning and DeduRion : I mult 
have the Matter brought down to my Senſes, or I 
ſhall never apprehend it. - 5 85 


Dieiſt. How can that be? You muſt conſider the : 


Characters ot Truth; compare the Degrees of Pro- 
bability, and know what is Poſſible and Impoſſi- 

ble; and then ſumming up the whole Proof to 

your ſelf, you muſt judge pf the Validity of it. 


Scep. This Method will never do with me, un- 
leſs you apply to my Senſes all the while by apt 


Images and Reſemblances; and therefore 11! tel! 
vou how you ſhall proceed with nme. 
Dun, Mow, I pray? ES 
Scep. Why, we will ſuppoſe the whole Chriſtian 
Scene to be tranſacted in our Times, and if upon 
the whole repreſentation I judge we might be im- 
poſed upon vow, in the ſame manner that you ſay 
the firs Chriſtians were, I will conclude, that they 
were really ſo deceiv'd, without any poſitive Evi- 
dence of the Thing; and ] think that's fair enough. 
 Deis?. Very fair: I don't doubt, but by ſuch a 
repreſentation as this, you will ſee how the thing 
was carry'd on formerly. V 
Sep. To begin then: You muſt get me a Man 
of mean Parentage here in Exgland, who mult pre- 
tend to come down from Heaven ; to be ſent by 
_ God to teach us a new Religion; and to work a- 
bundance of Miracles, in order to make it believ'd : 
for which Pretences being put to Death, he muſt 
afterwards take upon him to riſe again; to be ſeen 
by many of thoſe who had profeſſed themſclves 
his Diſciples while he lived; to converſe freely 
with them for Forty Days; and then to aſcend up 
into Heaven in their ſight. Beſides this Man, you 
muſt procure twelve more, who ſhall 8 to 
e . ieve 
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believe every thing that he ſaid and did; and to 


work the like Miracles, by virtue of a Commiſſion 


from him, for the proof and confirmation of the ſame 
Doctrine: And about the ſame time there muſt ariſe 
- Seventy more; and after them abundance, with- 
out Number, who ſhall pretend to the ſame Com- 
miſſion, and to the ſame Works. All which Pre- 
tences ſhall have that Credit and Influence as to 
diſpoſe the generality of the People in this King- 
dom, and all the Countries of Europe, to embrace 
this new Religion: And an Account being given 
of the publication and progreſs of this Religion, 
in ſuch a manner as is before-mention'd, by ſome 
ol the firſt Publiſhers, the Books which contain this 
Account, ſhall be receiv'd not only as True and 
Authentick, but as written by the immediate aſ- 
ſiſtance and direction of God. If you can per- 
ſuade me that *ris poſſible to order Matters ſo, 
that in an hundred Years time all this may be 
brought about, and can give me ſuch a Specimen _ 
of the Deſign in the compaſs of three Years, as 
the Chriſtians affirm was wrought by Chriſt in the 
ſame time, then will I freely allow all that Religion 


to be Falſe, without any tarther Examination. 


Deiſt. This is a long tedious Buſineſs to repre- 
ſent in All the number, and variety of Circum- 


{ſtances neceſſary to compleat the Parallel. 


| Step. Be it never ſo long, every Circumſtance 
mult come in to determine the 'I'ruth or Falſhood 


of the whole. Put to ſpare your pains, and to 


ſhew you how willing J am to be ſatisfy'd, III 

cut you out ſhorter Work, and you ſhall only re- 
preſent to me the twelve Apoſtles ſpreading a new 
Religion through the World, ſuch. as the Chriſtian 


is. And who ſhall we have to act this Part? 


Dieiſt. Tis eaſie to find twelve Men that may 
impoſe upon the World in the ſame manner as they 


we Scep. 
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| Scep. What ſort of Men ſhall they be? Do you 


think you could pick up a Dozen Fiſhermen that 


had Sagacity enough to propagate ſuch a Story as 
that of Chriſt, if it were invented for them, and 
they were well inſtructed in it? 


_ Dei. If they pretended to be Fiſhermen, or Men 
of any other mean Occupations, it were enough; 
for who knows whether the Apoſtles were ſuch or 


no? We have only their own Words for it. 
Scep. 


0 themſelves by following mean Trades. 


Dei. They would do it to a Hair, if they were 
but at liberty to ſet up a new Religion; but they 


* under ſuch ſubjection to the omiſh See 


Scep. Tis no matter for that. Why, the Apo- 
tles were all zealous Jews, and were bred up to 
Have as good an Opinion of Moſes, as the Jeſuits 


have of the Pope. 
Dei. That's very true: And to be has there 


are Jeſuits to be found, that for a good Cauſe, and 


to ſet themſelves up above the Pope, might be pre- 
_ upon to break from hin. 


But you muſt take care that theſe Jeſuits 
* al right honeſt Men, plain, ſimple, and ſincere; 
we mult have no tricking nor equivocating, nor 
Deiſt. What need they be all Jeſuits? May not 


; fame of them be Benedittines, or Men of other Or- 
ders? 


Scep. O, by all means; pick and cull your Men 


where you pleaſe, only remember that they muſt 


keep to the Character they take upon them. 


Deisf. But now I think on't, they may be Jeſuits 


after all; for what occaſion is there for their being 


Honeſt and Sincere ? That's contrary to the Sup- 1 
poſition we are upon: If they appear to be ſo tis 


ſufficient. 


Scep. 


What think you then, if they were Jeſuits 
all? They are the Cunning'it Fellows that I know 
in the World; and tis uſual with them to diſguiſe 
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= Scep. *Tis enough, if they can but carry it off 
handſomly without any Diſcovery ; but they muſt 


never be caught without their Mask on; all their 


Senſes and Paſſions muſt be ſtill and quiet, fo as 
never to throw off the Diſguiſe of Virtue, 


Dei. This is hard Fare indeed; but we muſt 


© infuſe a great deal of the Tincture of Vain-glory 
into them, and keep up their Spirits with the ſo- 
vereign Pleaſure of being Authors of a new Se&. 


Scep. Then you muſt give them all ſtrict Inſtruc- 


tions never to diſcover who ſet them on work, 


whatever they are promis'd or threaten d. 
Deiſt. I'll engage for their Secrecy, 


Scep. But how will they do to work Miracles? 15 
Deiſt. O, never fear them for that; they are the 


beſt Artiſts in the World in impoſing upon Man- 


kind in ſuch Matters; the Miracles done by Men 


ol their Stamp, do already fill whole Volumes. 


_ Scep. But they muſt do othergueſs Miracles, 
now, than any that are recorded in their Legends. 


The ſweating and bleeding of Images, and ſuch 
like Tricks, won't paſs upon us for Miracles; Pail- 
fulls of Virgins Milk, and Cart-loads of Crofle will 


ſignifie nothing. They muſt upon the ſpot multi- 
ply a few Loaves, and feed five Thouſand People 


with them: They muſt cure all manner of Diſ- 
eaſes; raiſe the Dead; and ſpeak all Languages, 


Welch not excepted. Then they muſt not pretend 


to do ſuch things in their own Churches and 
Cloyſters, and particular Places contriv'd for De- 
ceit, but they muſt come out into the publick 
Market- places, and open Fields, and do all their 


Signs and Wonders in the preſence of Multitudes. 
Deiſt. They have Patterns of great Cures, and 


other Miracles of the like kind, upon Record al- 
ready; and thoſe done publickly too in the midſt 
of great Cities, and before numbers of Witneſſes. 
Sͤ.cep. But in what part of the World were they 
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done? In Spain and Italy; in bigotted Countries; 
and before People that believed already every thing 


'K 
| 
| 
| 
A 


all at one time. 


that theſe Miracles could induce them to believe. 


| Your Apoſtles muſt come over into England and 
Holland with their Miracles; they muſt manifeſt 


their Power in Lendon and Amſterdam, by feeding 


and curing living Hereticks, and raiſing dead ones; 


and by making the moſt ſtubborn Proteſtants quit 
their former Faith, to embrace the new Doctrine 


propoſed to tem. 


Det. But you have ſuch bloody Laws here in 
England, that it will not be ſafe for Jeſuits to ven- 
ture themſelves among you upon ſuch a Deſign, let 
them be never ſo well qualify'd to execute it. 


Keep. That's very true; but they mult prepare for 


Oppoſition and ill Treatment wherever they come. 


Scourging, Bonds, and Impriſonment will be the 


only Rewards they are to expect for all their Pains: 


And they muſt all at laſt be Martyrs one way or 


other; by Hanging, Stoning, Sawing aſunder, or 
the like; not one of them mult die a Natural Death. 


Deiſt. This is harder and harder: What get no- 


thing all their Lives, and die miſcrably at jaſt for 


the maintenance of a Lye! But great is the Power 
of Fame, and ſweet is, the Fore-taſt of Glory af- 
ter Death! I don't know but this may do. Are 


there not (think you) twelve Curtius's or Codrus's to 
be found in the World? J 
FCs.eep. Ay, but Twelve won't do your Buſineſs, 


if there were ſo many mad Heroes to be met with 


p Dei. Why, did not you ſay that twelve would 8 
VVV 
Step. Yes at firſt; but theſe Twelve muſt ma- 


nage it ſo, that a great many more ſhall tread in 


their Steps afterwards, run thro* the ſame Scenes 
of Life, live as poorly, and die as miſerably as 
they did; and all for the Confirmation of what e- 
n 8 "EE — e very 
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very one of them muſt needs know to be falſe. 
Then there mult ariſe up Thouſands and Thou- 


fands, who ſhall really believe every thing ſo atteſt- 
ed, to be true; and for three hundred Years to- 


gether there ſhall be Martyrs and Confeſſors in abun- 


dance, and no body get any thing all this while by | 


their new Religion, 


Deiſt. But their Succeſſors ſhall. make amends . 
for all their Poverty and Sufferings. 

Scep. J hat may be, if the Deſign can | be ſpun 
out to ſuch a length. But do you think it a poſ- | 


ſible thing to contrive ſuch a Race of Men, as ſhall 


venture upon ſuch a vaſt ridiculous Project as this, 


and beſo long a carrying it on, for the benefit of 
a company of cheating luxurious Varlets that oy 
happen to come after them. 


Deiſt. I find this is a long troubleſome Buſineſs 


e. A N to another, tho? it ſeems very plain to 


For my part, I mult confeſs, I never enter'd 


10 dies into the detail of the Matter; the whole 
account has an Air of Impoſture in it; and I truſt 


to my own Sagacity that I am in the right: For 1 


judge of Religions as I do of Meats, that which is 


not agreeable to my Guſt, I conclude to be kalſe, 
without examining any farther i . 


Scep. Tis very well that I have brought you to 


this Confeſſion: I have ſome hopes now of your 

returning to Scepticiſm again; for if you are weary 
of defending your new Ground already, when ſo 
ſmall a part 'of the Force that might be brought a- 
gainſt you is come up, you muſtneeds find it much 


eaſier to maintain your ſelf in your old Poſt. 92 
Deiſt. I had never left it if it had been tenable: 


But when a Man is preſs'd, and puſh'd hard on e- 


very ſide, what muſt he do? When a Matter is | 
prov'd fairly to me in the uſual Method of rea- 


ſoning, would you have me ſay to the Perſon that 
argues with me: 8 Sir, natwithſtanding allthe 


. | Pare 


— 
— 


OC Og Om Te ‚˖ r WARE = CET — = 
2 


PF et 


- A . rr 
— — — — - n 


30 The Principles of D EIS M 


may be in the wrong ſtill; this is not ſtrict De- 
monſtration; things that had an appearance of 


Truth and Probability of their (ide at firſt, have af- 


terwards proved to be falſe, &c. Why I am hooted 
at and despis'd when I talk thus; and whoever diſ- 
utes with me, _ concludes that he has carry'd his 
JJ“ Op OT ne je Conn 
Scep. Well, but for all that, if I may adviſe you, 


never be poſitive; never pretend to Schemes and 


_ Hypotheſes; never go about to prove that the 
Chriſtian Religion is falſe ; for *tis ten to one but 
_—u are baffled in this Attempt, by Men that have 
| ſtudied the Subject more than you, and have got 
greater Skill in managing what they call their Rea- 


ſon, or the Art of talking upon any thing; and then 


if you ſhould be foiled, you have no retreat left, 


but to turn Chriſtian. 


Dieiſt How Sir! not defend my own Opinions, 


nor prove thoſe that I have rejected to be falſe! 


This is no way agreeable to the Dictates of right 

JJ... cy OO 
Scep. Fine Words! But I ſay ſtill, be not poſi- 

tive; fix no Opinions; erect no Schemes; take warn- - 

ing by your Predeceſſors, Infidels of eminent Name 


and celebrated Memory. What's become of Epicu- 


 rws's famous Syſtem of Atoms? All out of Doors 
and deſpiſed. Pomponatius's Peripatetick Stuff no Bo- 
dy can bear reading: Spinoza no Body can under- 
ſtand; and my Friend Hobbs, whom I once admir'd 
has been ſa maubd by that Toad Eachard, that 1 
proteſt I deſpiſe him, and take him to be a ſolemn 
empty Trifler. And if Alphonſus was (as they ſay) 
diſpoſed to turn Atheiſt by conſidering the Abſur- 
dities of the Ptolemaicł Syſtem, how ſillily muſt he have 
look'd now, when Sir. Iſaac Newton's Hypotheſis 


has clear'd up all his Difficulties Nay, what a 


ridiculous Figure would all the ancient Atheiſts and 


Deifts 


plauſible Reaſons you have urged, it may be you 
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Deiſts make, were they now alive, when they ſaw 
all the Notions and Principles they formerly de- 
pended on, utterly confounded? 


Deiſt. Theſe were Men of great Name indeed; 
but new Improvements in Philoſophy ſince their 


time have proved them miſtaken in what they ad- 
vanc'd for our Cauſe; tho the Ground-work of 
all their Reaſoning was true. But we have had 
bother Writers of late, who have carried the Point 
farther than they did, and whoſe Principles are 

| better ſupported. I don't doubt but you have read 
ſome of our modern Books where Matters are 
handled freely. 


Scep. I have indeed: But to give you my Judg- | 


ment as freely; they are written with more Impu- 
dence and leſs Senſe than the Books of any dog- 
matical Infidels of old. 


Deiſt. I am ſurpriz'd to hear lach a Charadier of ; 


them from you. | f 


Scep. What would you haven me believe that there? = 


no Devil, merely upon Iriſh Evidence? Would you 


have the Ladies take all their Natural Religion fo 


an Italian Pedagogue? · Is it reaſonable, do you think 
that your admired Mathematicians ſhould quit all 


their Demonſtrations, and believe a Fellow upon 


his Word, that every Particle of Matter is always 
5 actually and neceflarily in Motion; and that by vir- 


tue of new Glaſſes he has got, he can look into a 


Mill ſtone, and ſee all the Particles of it in conſtant 
Agitation, as plainly as you may ſee the Blood 
move in a Fiſh's Tail? Would you have me eſteem 
| a Man that I know 'blaſphemes for Bread? Or 


ſhall a Blockhead whom no Body truſts in his own 


Profeſſion, command my Faith, when he new 
models the World, and invents new Schemes of : 
Government ? 


Deiſt. One went: think you were Gone bigotted 
Chriſtian by your Zeal: For without an inveterate 


Prejudice 
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Prejudice no Body could ſpeak ſo contemptuouſſy 


of Men that have aſſerted the Liberty of Mankind, 
and endeavoured to deliver them from the heavy 


Yoke of Superſtition. 


Scep. Why, do you take all theſe free Writers, 


as you call them, to be Deiſts? 


Dieiſt. Take them to be ſo; I know it: I have 
talk'd with them all; we have convers'd intimate- _ 
ly together, and they have unboſom'd their Souls * 

= Os „„ 
FCͤ!cep. J could not find that out by their Writings. 
Epicurus indeed, and Lucretius, and all of that Sec, 
were profeſt Deiſts; and to a higher degree than 
you pretend to; for they believed but juſt enough _ 
of a God not to bear the Name of Atheiſt. But as 
to {ſuch Deiſts who believe in the ſame God that 
the Chriſtians do, and yet deny thoſe Reyelations 
of himſelf which they ſay he has made, I know no 
Writers that come up to this Character. 
Dieiſt. No! What think you of Hobbes, Spinoza, 
Blount, T-— T——, and many others now living, 
who ſhall be nameleſs, for a Reaſon I know ? 


Scep. Theſe are all profeſt Chriſtians. « „ 
Deiſt. How come you to think ſo? 


Keep. Becauſe they plainly declare ſo in their 
Writings, as I can eaſily prove to you from abun- 


dance of Paſlages. 


Deiſt. Pugh, that's nothing; they were obliged N 
to ſuch Pretences, becauſe they liv'd under Chri- 
ſtian Magiſtrates: This was done to ſave their Ba- | 


con; every Body underſtands their Meaning. 
Scep. Don't they mean what they ſay then, in 


ſuch full and expreſs Words? Then they impoſe 


upon Mankind; they are Trickſters and Cheats, 


| and are not to be believed in any thing elſe they 7 
ſay: And I had thought, that if a Deiſt, who took 


upon him to undeceive the People, had any Prin- 
ciple at all, it was that of Tyuth and Sincerity, 
19 5 | Deiſt. 


t 
N 
— 
0 
5 
1 
95 
: 
5 
* 
* 
* 
| 
21 
5 y 


3 1 —_— nt Djs Seo" Jag AY CI ne Bute” 15 r 
8 X32 L. ars e = * e nne 
CCC 


1 
5 
= 
- 
W. 
7 
* 
2 
* 
* q 
* 8 
eg 
WY 
15 


. ˙ gg eee ̃ M —²ÄÄ TR 
. MS RE SSC e ON en 
„ ; 0G os en 4 ge TIO ET NE e 


ſet in a clear Light. 33 
Deiſt. They muſt have à regard to the ſafety of 
their Machine; for you know when that 5 del. 


the Play is at an end. 


Step. It ſeems they are Atheiſts at laſt, and have! no 


Religion at all: They believe nothing of a future State. 


Deiſt. Yes, yes, we do believe ſomething of a tu- 


| * ing But we'll talk of that another time. 


Come, come, away with all your Princi- 
— 540) Schemes, and mind none of your Prieſts 


that ſet up for Preachers of Natural Religion; for 
their Doctrines are as falſe and inconſi tent. as thoſe 
5 of Popery. 


Deiſt. *Fis true indeed, our Guides: are in the 


wrong too ſometimes, as well as others; but with- 


out {ome new Hypotheſis of our own, how ſhall. 


we do to anſwer the Proofs that are brought _ | 
day for the Chriſtian Religion? 


Scep. How ſhall ye anſwer them! why, not at all: | 
Talk to thoſe that urge you with them of the nar- 


5  rowneſs of humane Faculties; the obſcurity of Na- 
ture; the uncertainty of T radition; the ſtrong In- 
clinations of Men to Superſtition, and the like. 


Deiſt. This, they ſay, is beating the Air, lying 


hid in Generals, c. and is to be deemed i in Diſ- 
pute, as a giving up of the Cauſe. 


Scep. Make Objections to ſome of the Chriſtian 


Doctrines: Look out for Difficulties in LOOT, 


and bid them explain them. _ 
Deiſt. Thave uſed this way, but it won t do: For 


my Adverſaries being better verſed in the Notions 

and Language of their Religion than I am, and be- 

ing furniſhed by.their Teachers with ſome ſort of 

Anſwer or other to every thing that is objected, 1 

have not always Skill enough to know when they 
talk to the purpoſe, and when not. 


Scep. Can't you ſay, that all the Books of Scripture. 


were written at one time, by ſome body or other; and 
: being publiſh'd ſometime or other, a parcel of cunning 


Fellows 
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Fellows in Power got them believ'd, upon a pretence 


that they were found in ſome extraordinary manner. 


Deiſt. This will never do neither: For whatever | 
time you fix for the writing and publication ot the 
Scriptures, whoever believes theſe Books to be true, 

muſt conſequently own, that there were abundance 
of. Chriſtians in the World, who bel icved all that's 
written in them before they were pub! ſhed. There 


are ſo many ſcurvy Dates of time, Names of Per- 


ſons, and other remarkable Circum'tanccs contain d 


in theſe Writings, that 'tis impoſſibic to lx the Kiſe 


of Chriſtianity at any other time than what is com- 


monly aſſign'd tor it. 


Step. Inſiſt upon the difficulty of knowir 9 what 


is to be reckoned true Scripture, and what not; and 


ol diſtinguiſhing between falſe G.Jpels and true ones, 
falſe Epiſiles and true. 

© Deiſt. That will ſtand us in little 9554 becauſe 
all the ancient Writings, which are ſaid to b. torged, 
as well as all the other which are taken for genuine, 
do own the whole Chriſtian Scheme, and all the 
 wondertul Facts recorded in Scripture; and the Au- 
thors of theſe Forgeries, bearing Teſtimony to the 
Truth of the preſent Scriptures, the Chriſtians bring 


this as an Argument againſt us. 


Scep. Urge the Corruption of the Text, which is 
called Authentick. 


Deiſt. To that they readily anſwer; that take what 


Reading you pleaſe, the Foundations of Chriſtiani- 
ty ſtand good ſtill, and nothing material is endan- 


ger'd by the Changes that have happen'd in tran- 
ſcribing the Originals. 


Scep. Talk againſt leſpiration;. and ask them if 


Paul was directed by the Spirit to ſend for | his Cloak 
and Parchments. 


Deiſt. What will this ſignify ? If I ſhould. prove 


that all the Words of Scripture were not dictated by 
the Jos, yet it ſome were; or ſuppoling none of 
| 8 | 
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them were, yet if theſe Books have the ſame Cha- 
\ rat. rs of Truth belonging to them that any other 
ancient Books have, whit ſhall we get by that? 
_ Sep. Run them down upon the Subject of My- 


ſtories. 1 c | | 
Deiſt. That my own Principles won't ſuffer me 
to do: For | can't acknowledge a God without own- 


Ing at the ſame time, that neither his Nature nor 


his Ways are to be fully comprehended. I have 


battel'd them upon their Trinity of Gods; but the 
moſt ſenſible Men among them reject all Accounts 
or [Interpretations that look that way, and openly 

profeſs to believe nothing of Scripture in ſuch a Senſe 

as implies a contradiction to common Reaſon. So when 


I have urged the Barbarity of that Doctrine of damn- 


ing poor innocent Children for the fault of their firſt 
Parents, they have told me that they find no ſuch _ 


thing in their Bible. And in ſhort, to all Obje&ions 
of chis kind, th-y ſay, that they are not to anſwer 


for the extravagant Opinions of particular Men; 
that 'cis natural tor Men to be fond of.new No- 


tions, and to be proud of their own Inventions, c. 


But they are ſrc that the Scriptures are the Word 


of God; and that the Hiſtory of them is true, and 


every one miſt read and judge fairly and impartial- 


Scep. Well then, if they drive you to that Point 


again, never enter the Liſts with them: For if you 


allow, that Chriſtianity began at the time they ſet 


for it; and grant that ſuch ſtrange things as are now 
recorded in Scripture, were then pretended to be 


done in the face of the World; urge the Impoſſibili- 
ty of the Facts as much as yorf will, it will appear 
much more improbable that they ſhould ever be be- 


lieved, being Falſe, than that they ſhould be really 
True. The more difficult it now ſeems to us to 
- conceive that they were true, when we have no 
means left of diſproving them, the more difficult it 
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muſt be for us to imagine that they ſhould have 
been believed formerly, if they had been Falſe, at a 
time when every Body was capable of nah, | 


whether they were True or not. 


Deiſt. What muſt I do then? If we grant the 
Facts, we grant all. Allowing the Fats to be true, 
the Doftriner are eſtabliſh'd on courſe. _ 

Scep. Why, you mult banter it off, and never en- 
ter into a ſcrious Diſpute with them: But when they 
talk to you of Miracles, and Inſpiration, or the 
like, cry, All ſham; all ſham; Stories for Children; une 
ſottiſe, une Reſvery, &c. And now and then fling in 
an Objection or two, with an Air of Contempt, 
and never ſtay for an Anſwer. 


Deiſt. The truth on't is, I have often found. that 


Teſting did us more ſervice than Arguing. Bur ſince 
we Deiſts profeſs to own ſome Principles in com- 
mon with the Chriſtians about Natural Religion, 
we cannot ſo fairly decline anſwcring ſuch Argu- 
ments as they draw from them. The method of 
Jeſting, and putting odd Queſtions, Oc. better be- 
comes a Sceptic than a Deiſt. 
So.ecep. Tis all in all: Here you may lb and 
be ſafe, let never ſo many Reaſons be diſcharg'd at 
you: And whenſoever your Enemies are ſuperior 
to you, either in Numbers, Courage, or Military 


Skill, you immediately retreat to Tour Lines, and +7 
defy them. 


Deiſt. Tis wonderful indeed, to ſee what Influ- 


ence this ſort of Wit hath: There? s no doing with- 
out prophane Je{ts, and ridiculous Alluſions to 
Scripture: We ſhould have no Plays; no Raillery ; 


no fine Converſation? nor any thing that's agreeable 


or diverting without them. 
Scep. No; there's no Subject ſo Entertaining as 
this; no ſort of Wit that has ſo high a 


Tule of a Reliſh: Obſcenity does pretty well; bur, 
Tub. as an Ingenious Author has lately ob- 


{er v'd, 


as m a true L. 4 7 


ſerv'd, it's ſo beaten and ſo exhauſted a Topick, 


that it will never do alone; unleſs the Scene be 


now and then relieved with Prophaneneſs, it goes 
but heavily off. 


| Dei#Z. 1 wonder what they do for Wit in Popiſh 
Countries, where Gentlemen are not allow'd Bi- 


bles; playing upon their Legends is but inſipid ; 


the credit of the Popiſh Saints being now but little 
: better than that of the Heathen Gods. 


Scep. There is indeed a great Ple: ſure in alluding. 
to Scripture; and I have often wonder'd how here 


comes to be ſo much Wit in theſe Alluſions. When 
a Parſon quotes a Text, it is ſo dull methinks; 


and when an honeſt, prophane Fellow does it, there 


is ſuch a grateful Poignancy in it. If I were diſ- 


poſed to turn Chriſtian, this would be one great 
Obſtruction, that I ſhould loſe the beſt Fund of 


| Converſation I have; and I know a great many 
_ Pleaſant Fellows of my Acquaintance, that would 


be quite broke for Wits too, if this Subject were 
5 taken from them. 


Deiſt. But, next to Burleſquing the Scripture, FD 


moſt agrecable piece of Raillery, is to play upon 
the Prieſts. 


Scep. Tis oftentimes better Ie upon them, 


than Diſputing with them; for ſome of them are 
ſhrewd Fellows, and read a great deal more than 


moſt of us Gentlemen do, and we muſt have a care 
of going out of our depth with them. 

 Deif#. Nay, that's certain, a Man may catch a 
Tartar ſometimes. I remember once I met with a 


| Parſon in a Coffee- houſe, whoſe ſlovenly Habit and 
rough Countenance invited me to droll upon him: 
And after I had banter'd him for ſome time about 


his Heaven and his Hell, and the Laugh went on my 


ſide; he ask'd me very gravely, whether | believ'd_ 


in God: And when I told him Yes, he replied ; 
65 Sir, If there be a God, he 1 is not to be banter'd, 


« nor 


cc 
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nor is the truth of a future judgment to be deci- 


0 ded by a Laugh: If you will pleaſe to meet me 
cc any where alone, we'll diſcourſe this Matter to- 
„ gether with a ſcriouſneſs that becomes the Sub- 
Jeet; and if you can convince me, that there's no 


© Future State, I'il lay by my Gown, and hang my 
é (elf in my Girdle, as being then fully ſatisfy'd, 
ce that there's nothing in this World worth the liv- 


« ing for: But if I prove to you, that there is a 


cc 


Scep. Well; what, did you meet 15 ? 


Dieiſt. No, I thank you: If we had been alone, 
we muſt have had nothing but dry diſputing, and 
then | had been put out of my Play: Beſides, he 
told me we ſhould write down every thing we ſaid, 
and ſome ſenſible Jew, or Turk ſhould judge where 

the Truth lay between us, and who had the bet= _ 


ter of the Argument: And I did not care for being 


an Author, jeſt I ſhould have prejudic'd the Cauſe 
as much as you ſay our other Writers have done. 
|  Scep. So far you was in the right on't: But, to 
give you my Thoughts upon this Matter more frec- 
ly than ] have hitherto done; you would do belt 
to keep your Opinions to your ſelf, and never med- 
dle with the Chriſtians at all. For my own part, 
I have always obſerv'd a different Conduct toward 
them than any we have yet talk'd of. 


Det. How do you manage, pray? 


Scep. My way is to behave civilly towards all Be- 
Tievers; and with ſome degree of Reſpect to the 
 Prieſis. It any diſpute. happens i in my Company, I 
_endcavour to keep my Friends in good order; I re- 
prove them for rude Language; l tell them of the 
indecency of ridiculing what others profeſs to be 
| ſincerely perſuaded of: If the Chriſtian puts his Ar- 
gument weakly, I help him out, and ſet it in a 
nene Light: If I am tax'd for Unbelief wes 

| 1 


1 Judgment to come, you ſhall promiſe me to live a 
„ very ſober virtuous Life. 


en 


FR OTE? 1 
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J appear concern'd that my Character ſhould be 
' miſtaken, and complain of my Misfortune, that I 
ſhould ſuffer in the Opinion of honeſt Gentlemen: 
If I am preſt home, I own ͤ that I have had ſome 


Scruples, that there are ſome things in the Chriſtian 


Religion, as they are commonly explain'd to us, 


which I cannot ſo eaſily account for; but perhaps 


it may be through my want of Apprehenſion, or the 
improper method uſed by thoſe Authors I have met 
with; that 1 ſhould be glad to have all my Doubts 
remov'd ; and that I ſhould be very ready to hear 
what any worthy Perſon had to ſa y. 
Dieiſt. How's this! Didn't you adviſe me to put 
ON ont ini ein 5 
Keep. Yes I did, as a ſafer way than making 
Schemes. And ſo do I ſomctimes; but then I do't 
with great Modeſty, and ſubmiſſion to the Judg- 
ment of thoſe I talk with; and tho' I can't agree 


with them, yet I tell them they have ſaid more up- 


on the Subject than I had heard before; and that 1 


will conſider of it. 


Def. But is not burleſquing Religion a darling 
Finn Eon hint 15 
Scep. I confeſs it is; but then I know my Com- 
pany, and never talk in this Strain, but when I am 
among honeſt Fellows that reliſh ſuch things. 


Deif. But how can you be civil to the Parſons ? 
Scep. Very eafily : For they are, many of them, 


Men of very good Senſe and Learning, and I like 
their Converſation. Then they are, generally, of a 
very plain undeſigning Character, and not verſed 
much in the way of the World; fo they believe all 
one ſays to them in a civil manner: And, When 1 
have perſuaded them to think well of me, they will 
defend my Character like Dragons, and condemm 
thoſe that cenſure me as Ill natur'd and Uncharita- 
ble; but eſpecialiy it I come to Church, and to tlie 
\ Sacrament, (which you know we mult do ſometimes 


for 
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for places, and there's no great trouble in going 


oftner) then they'll ſay, that my keeping a Whore, 
being Drunk, c. is all meer Scandal; and that I 


am a very honeſt worthy Gentleman: And a Man 
muſt keep up a tolerable Reputation in the World, 


only to live 3 little ſecurely. and eaſily; but to be 
ſure, if he aims at any Advancement of himſclf. 


Dei. Well, for all that, I can never be reconci- 


led to theſe Prieſts; I hate them mortally. 
Sep. And I pray. why ſo? you ſhould not own 
that, becauſe it will ſcem to proceed from a con- 


ſciouſneſs of talſe Grounds and weak Proofs of your 
ſide. Your Impoſing, Wonder-working , Cheating 
- Pricſts; ſuch as the Church of Rome makes uſe of 
5-0 keep up their extravagant Power and Intereſt in 
the World, I abominate: But I think thoſe that 


teach people the plain Rules of what you call Na: 


ral Religion, ſhould be encourag'd, as uſeful Men in 
a2 Commonwealth. 5 
Deif. Right, if they would teach them nothing 


_ elſe. But they tell them that Morality ſignifies no- 
thing, except they believe in Chriſt, that he is the 
Son of God; that he came down from Heaven, &c. 


Scep. Whether thoſe things be true or falſe, I am 
of Opinion, that, except they were believed to be 


true, preaching Morality only would have very lit- 
tle Effect, unleſs People were firmly perſuaded that 
there was a God; and that he had in ſome extra- 
ordinary manner appear'd to them, and given them 


Laws; and aflur'd them that they ſhould be ex- 
treamly Happy or Miſerable, according as they o- 


bey'd, or diſobey'd him: Unleſs, I ſay, Men were 


ſome way or other diſpoſed to believe thus, what 
would any Rules or e ſtript ot ſuch an Au- 
| thority, ſigniy ? 
Deiſt. Natura Religion is, in the judgment of the 


Wile and Learned, ſufficient to all the Purpolcs of 


0 Mankind. 
| Sce p. 


| 


* 
y 
> 
5 
4 
* 


oo þ in a true Tate.” — 


Scep. That Point is not clear to me; but I ſhould 


be glad to hear what the Deiſts account of Natu- 
m Kellgen is: For I muſt needs ſay, that at pre- 
ſent, I take the Chriſtian Scheme of Morality, to be 
the fulleſt, and beſt concerted of any that I ever 


faw. And 1 fanſy things would go mighty well in 


the World, if all Mankind would but live up to the 
| Rules there preſcrib' d: Bur Fleſh and Blood, I am 
afraid, can't do it; atleaſt, I have no Confidence in 


my ſelf, And beſides what would it ſignify for one 


Man to try, unleſs all would agree to live alike? 


| Dei. Well, the next time we meet, I'll lay be- 


fore you my Scheme of Natural Religion. 1 muſt 


have a Day on purpoſe to open it to eu in all its 


Branches. 


Scep. If it be an caſy Scheme, you are ſure of my 


good Inclinations to receive it: but you muſt make 


it very tight, and confiſtent too: For if it does not 


hold well together, I Call be apt to TOS Holes 1 in 
it, you know that. 5 


Dei. Tl venture you. Next Week I am at your = 


Service whereever you pleaſe to appoint. 


Scep. Let it be in a Morning: for then I am ge- 


nerally a pretty moral Man, and better qualify d for 


ſerious Reflexion, than in an Evening. 
Deiſt. It ſhall be in the Morning: But ſhan't we 
meet in the mean time, and talk of lometling elſe 


* Religion. 


With all my Heart. To Momow Night II 


_ you at the Old Devil, and bring ſome ally 
Friends along with mmm. 


Deiſt. Tis done: Religion will keep cold to a 


| more convenient time. 1 
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DIALOGUE II. 


© oncerning Nat al Religion. 


1 Seerick e ELL met again. | This, is ah 

] x7 FS time we appointed to talk about 
a ſcrious Matters; and I am come 
& with my Head very cool, and well 

wd d towards Morality. 5 

Dei. J am glad I have fo fair a Man to deal 
with: But I would not have you imagine that 1 
have any ſtrange Stoical Fliglits to propoſe to you. 
SCcep. I promiſe you Sir, I never ſuſpected you for 
a Stoic 3 1 rather took you to. be of my Maſter Ho- 

rates Religion, Epicuri de grege porcum. 

Deiſt. Why, Epicurus's Morality is not to be de- 
ſpis'd, tho' ſome of the Ancients have reprefented 
him under an odious Character, becauſe he was a 
declar d Enemy of all Superſtition. 1 
| Step. But not to enter into any Diſputes about the 

old Philoſophers. pray produce your new Scheme 

of Moral Doctrine, which I am apt to think is very 
different from any other that has been yet preſented 

to the World. | 
Deiſt. That I ſhall, in as good Order as I can; 
for you muſt know, that; we > have no Syſtems yet 
written 
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written after our manner. Ir is but lately that we 
have ſet up for a Set, and have brought our Noti- 
ons into ſome method and conſiſtency : For Men were 
ſo entangled with old Prejudices and Prepoſſeſſions, 
that it was impoſſible for them to get rid of them 
all at once: So that no body has yet given a clear 


and juſt Account of our Principles: And among 


Deifts themſelves, there is ſome Diſagreement for 
want of it; which I hope to remedy in the view I 
| ſhall now offer you of our whole Doctrine; which 
ſometime or other perhaps I may be perſuaded to 
communicate to the World. 
Keep. I am all Attention: pray begin in what Or- 8 
der you think fit. 
Dei. The great Se e of our + Religion 
is, that it is very Plain, and very Short; not ſo 
long as the Ten Commandments, which our Nurſes 
taught us 
5 The fewer principles you have, the eaſl er 
they are learnt; and I Wen they are the cal] er kept 
$0 - 
Deitt. The firſt and main Principles of Deiſm 
are theſe two: Follow Nature; and do no Man any 
Wrong, 
"= Theſe are old Rules which I am een well 
acquainted with; but 1 expected to hear ſomewhat 
of obeying God in the firſt Place, ſince in our former 
Converſation you aſſured me that you was * per- 
ſuaded of the truth of his Being. 
Deift. To obey God, and to follow Nature, is the 


ſame thing: For we have no other way of knowing 


what God hath commanded us to do, but by the 
Inclinations he hath given us: What they prompt 
and diſpoſe us to, that we may be ſure he orders. 
For he would never have planted ſuch Inclinations 
in us, if he had not delign'd that we ſhould gratity 
them ; it being utterly inconſiſtent with his Wil- 


Nom and Goodneſs 0 give n and Deſi 12 
or 
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for no other end, but that we ſhould check and re- 
ſtrain them. '- 1 TS ET 
Step. This is good palatable Doctrine, that re- 
liſhes like wholſome Food; whereas, moſt other 


moral Preſcriptions are like Phyſick, which is uſeful 


enough ſometimes ; but to be always taking it, is 
unnarural. Your other Principle too of doing no 
Wrong, it it be well qualify'd, has no great Hard- 
ſhip in it. But is all the Virtue and Religion you 
pretend to, compriz'd in theſe two Principles? 
Deist. There are other Rules which we think it 


convenient for Men to obſerve; ſuch as To be true to 


ones Word; To do nothing that's Baſe and Mean; To 
be Civil and Courteous; To ſerve and oblige one's Friend; 
and the like: But the main Foundations of all our 
Morality, are thoſe two Principles before- mention- 
ed, viz. To folow Nature, and to do no Wrong. A 
Man that keeps ſteadily to theſe Rules, will eaſily 
ſee what is fit to be done, with relation to all the 
ſubordinate Conſequences of them. 
Scep. Well, for my part, I am not for increaſing 
the Task of Duty, but I would willingly know the 
full extent of my Liberty, and which are the for- 
bidden Bounds that l am not topaſs. And I am a- 
fraid, theſe two ſhort Rules that you have given 
me, will not ſerve my turn: For I doubt very much 
whether the Liberty allow'd me by the firſt Rule, 
be ſo great; or the Reſtraint pat upon me by the 
ſecond, be ſo ſtrict, as the general Expreſſions ſeem 
to import: But this will appear better upon Ex- 
amination, And therefore if you pleaſe, we will 
conſider firſt, In what Senſe and to what Degree it 
is proper for us to follou Nature. . 
Dei. With all my Heart; this is a ſure Rule, 
and an eaſy one; and I think it holds in all Caſes. 
Sep. Here I muſt crave leave to differ from you 
at firſt ſetting out: For tho? it were plain to me in 


the general, that I ought to follow Nature; yet, 


when 


a 


pet in a rue Light. FT 45 


when I come to apply this Rule to particular In- 
ſtances, I find it no eaſy matter to determine what 
I am to do. For I perceive in my ſelf ſeveral ten- 
dencies and Inclinations, all alike natural, and yet 
utterly inconſiſtent with one another: So that often- 
times, when I have a Mind to one thing, I have at 


the ſame time as great a Mind to the contrary. As 


for Example; There's an intimate Friend of mine 
who. has a very fine Woman to his Wife, and Ihave 
a ſtrong deſire to be as well acquainted with her 
as he is; and yet I know, if I ſhould ſucceed in ſuch 
an Attempt, he is ſo fooliſh, as to take it for the 
greateſt Unkindneſs and Affront in the World; and 
I dare ſay, he would droop and pine away, and 
never enjoy himſelf again; now this works upon 
my Nature another way, and makes it very uneaſy 
to me to purſue my firſt Deſire. What mult I do in 
this Cale? Which Nature muſt I follow ? 


Deift. You mult not injure your Friend to be ſure, 
that's a direct Breach of our ſecond Rule: And + 


dultery we allow to be an injury, that is not to be 
ſuffer d in a Society. Neither is the forbidding 
this any curb to the natural inclination at all, be- 
cauſe there are Women enough unmarried, and 
thoſe as handſom too as any Wives, where you 


may pick and chule; and there's no need of break- 


ing into Incloſures, when there S room enough in the 


common Road. 


Scep. Then you allow Fornication to be lawful i in 
| your Religion. 
Deiſt. There can be no harm in \ that, where Par- 
ties are agreed upon the Point. is 
Keep. No! if you go upon the Notion of ly 
it ne often ſo happen, that Adultery ſhall be no 


Injury, and Fornication prove a great one. 
Dieiſt. How do you make that out? 


Scep. Why, may not a Husband be ſometimes as 


willing as his Wite? And then if three Parties to a 
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Deed all conſent, is not that the ſame thing a8 two, 
where two only are needful?— 

Deiſt. Oh! but there is ſomething more in Adul- 
tery than barely deceiving the Husband: There 
may be an injury done to a Family, the Honour 
of which conſiſts in a right Succeſſion. Then the 

Eſtate may go to other Perſons than thoſe it was 
entaifd upon, and inſtead of the Iſſue of his and 
ber Body lawfully begotten, a Foreigner may be thrown 
in that claims but of one fide, and that not the prin- 
5 cipal in the Entail neither. 
 _ Scep. Pugh! that's all Notion and Fancy ; Heral- 5 
5 dry and Ertails are no part of the Law of Nature. 
But what think you if the Breed be mended by the 


Bargain? Is not a golden Pippin grafted upon a 
 Crab-Tree Stock to be preferr'd to the genuine 


Ifſſue of the Crab itſelf? How many Families do 


you and I know where the Sons had (as John Dry- 
den obſerves) been Blockheads ever fince. the Conqueſt, | 


that have in this laſt Generation put in for the Prize 


of Wir, merely by this kind of Inoculation? _ 
Dieiſt. It may happen fo in ſome Inſtances; but 


tis neceflary for upholding Society, to encourage 


Marriage; and this can never be done, without 
making the Wife matter of Propriety, which a Man 
is to keep to himſelf as much as his Land or Goods, 
or any thing that he calls his own. _ ; 
Seep. Little did I think to hear a Deif7 turn Ad- 


vocate for Marriage, when the curſed Confinement of 


One to One is a ſtanding Topick of Raillery among 
all your Friends. 5 
Dei, T hat's very true: And I maſt confeſs, that 
formerly J have been of Opinion, that there ſhould | 
be an uncontrolled community of both Sexe?; that 
Men and Women ſhould be as free to like and leave 
one another as any other Creatures are: But I am 
now convinced, that the condition of Man differs 
ſo much from thar of other Animals, that ſuch a 

| liberty 


ſet in a true Light. EL 
liberty as this would never do. For the Homer 
are not able without the aſſiſtance of the Men, to 
take care of their Children, and provide for them 
till they can ſhift for themſelves; and if it were 
not for Marriage, no Man would know which 
Children were his, and conſequently there could be 
no proper care taken of them; and no Body would 
be induced to marry, but in hopes of keeping what 
| he liked to himſelf. Upon which account there 
ought to be a general Prohibition to invade another 
Man's Property; tho' in ſome Caſes perhaps it 
might be done without any ſeeming Injury: But 
What Right is violated, or what Injury done by 
keeping Company with a ſingle Woman? _ 
Scep. That is as it happens. Sometimes a much 
greater Wrong may be done this way, than in med- 
ling with another Man's Property, as you call it. 
Da How ©, 3 pep? nn nn 
Scep. Vil tell you. It Marriage be neceſſary; and every 
married Man has a Right to have his Wife to himſelt, 
it follows from hence, that there's the ſame Reaſon 
and Neceſſity, that all young Women, who are bred 
up to be Wives, ſhould beforehand be educated 
with that Modeſty and Sobriety, that their Huſ- 
bands may ſafely depend upon them afterwards. 
And fince ſuch Notions as theſe prevail in the World, 
whether true or falle, every ſingle Woman muſt _ 
think it as great an Injury to be robb'd of her Ho- 
nour, as a Man does to be robb'd of his Eſtate. 
Dieiſt. A young Woman's Honour is a fooliſh No- 
tion, an airy Whim, not worth the mentioning. * = 
 _ Scep. Ay, but by loſing her Honour, ſhe often- 
times loſes a Husband too that would maintain her 
bandſomely: She loſes likewiſe the Reſpe& and 
Kindneſs of thoſe of her own Sex with whom ſhe 
Was acquainted : Then the uneaſineſs of the Scan- 
dal ſhe undergoes, and the deſpair of making her 
Fortune in Marriage, engage her in more ill 
8 | „% © 00 
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Courſes misbecoming her Sex; till at laſt ſhe grows 
impudent and common, is leud for Bread, gets a 


foul Diſtemper, and dies in a Garret. 


Deiſt. What a ſad and lamentable Account you 


have given of the poor Whores! I did not think 
you had had that mighty Compaſſion for them: For 


my part I have none; for who brought them to all 

this? Did they not follow their own Inclinations? 

Did any Body force them? (that I never allow) they 
need not have comply'd at firſt, if they did not 


know how to live afterwards _ 

Sep. You ſeem to inſiſt much upon their not be- 
ing forced: But is not the Injury the ſame, if a Per- 
ſon be wheedled and cajolled out of what he has, 


as if he wererobb'd? Suppoſe a Sharper meets with 
a young Squire unacquainted with all the Arts of 


the Town, and under pretences of great Friend- 
ſhip faſtens himſelf upon him, wins his Money ei- 
ther by falſe Dice, or greater Skill in Play, and 
works himſelf by degrees, ſo much into his Aﬀec- 
tion, as to prevail upon him to ſign a Deed of Gift 
to him of 1000 J. a Year out of his Eſtate. | 
Dieiſt. Such a Fellow as that is as great a Rogue 
as one that robbs upon the Highway. | 


Scep. Why, the Squire was willing; he was ne- 


ner forc'd or heor'd into any thing. It is the 


ſame caſe with an innocent young Woman, who be- 


ing virtuouſly diſpoſed, and thinking no harm, is 


by long Art and Diſſimulation, and great Pretences . 


to Virtue and Friendſhip, brought to allow a Man 
a Freedom of Converſation; then by Promiſes of 
Marriage, and hopes of a good Eſtate, is drawn 
on to confidence and affection; till at laſt in ſome 


critical Juncture, ſhe is carried farther than; ever 


| ſhe intended or imagin'd. Is not this a downright 
cheating her out of what ſhe valued highly, with- 
out any valuable conſideration for it? IS 
Dieiit. I muſt needs own, that a Man who cor- 


rupts 


a $60 rare} 


Jury. 


fer 4 in a tiue Lint. 5 


rupts a Woman firſt, may ſometimes do her an In- 


Scep. Bat you don: t do her only an Injury, but 
you wrong her Parents too, and Relations, who 


all take themſelves to be diſgraced by her Misbe- 


haviour. Beſides, it may coſt her Father double 


the Fortune he deſign'd to give her to make the 
matter up, and that you'll allow to be an Injury 
ſure. Pur the caſe your F ootman ſhould make tree 
With your Daughter. 


Deiſt. My Footman touch my Ba If the 


dearclt Fricnd J had in the World ſhould do it, rd 
- -_ Throat 


Lock you there: What for no Injury: at 


| all 7 a Man had your Daughter's tree Con- 
ſent? 


Deiſt. I don't care for that: What are there no 
Women in the World to makes Whores of beſides 


my Daughter? 


Scep. Yes, no doubt hs there are: But they are 


all Daughters to ſome Body or other; and I can't 


tell bur the ir Fathers, or Brothers, or Vacles, may 


be dilpoſed to cut one's Throat as well as you: I 
am ſure they have the ſame Reaſon to do it. 


Deiſt. 1 don't know. how theſe fooliſh FT ART 


come to ſtick fo with me: Bur methinks I would 
not have my Children take the ſame liberty that o- 
5 People's do, and that I have taken my ſelf. 


Scep. Well, but not to purſue this Subject any farther, 
en find your Rule of following Nature very 


much reſtrain'd by abſurd Notions of unequal Ju- 
ſtice: What think you of other ſenſual Indulgen- 
ces where no Body can be wronged ? Such as were | 
| practiſed ot old time in Sodom; and now, as well 
as formerly, at Rome; or ſach as Sir J. Denham 
writes of, as practiſed All in the Land of Efjex. 
Deiſt. Oh unnatural! abominable! Jheſe are 

Crimes not to be talk'd of: ue | but a Popifh Pricſt 
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whoſe Imagination is confin'd to ſpeculative Sins, 
could ever make Caſes of theſe things. 

to me that have no guſt that way. But I met with 
a Friend of yours the other day, one of your Sect, 
and a Man of very good Senſe in other reſpects, 


that defended them; one that freely confeſſed he 
had a general Complaiſance for all his Fellow-Crea- 
. tures, and thought it as innocent to converſe with 
one as with another: For his Rule was, that a 


Man might pleaſe himſelf which way he liked beſt. 


And I muſt acknowledge, that I had nothing to 

ſay againſt his general Principle, tho I could not 

bear his Inſtances. 

Deiſt. Oh fy: Talk no more on't, there's no 

room for Scepticiſm here. The caſe is fo foul, it 

won't take any Colour or Varniſh. | 
Scep. J ſhould eaſily be diſpoſed to quit all my 5 


Doubts in this caſe, had not a celebrated Author, 


in great Vogue among you, lately advanced this 
Doctrine; That © provided due care be taken to 
continue the Race of Mankind, there is no Moral 
© Turpitude in any unnatural Luſts whatever. 
Deiſt. What profligate Wretch dares talk thus? We 
diſown him, we renounce him, we excommunicate 
him. If ſuch things as theſe are allowed, it will 
be as impoſſible to defend Natural Religion as Chri- 


ſtiauity. 
Keep. Have a care what you for; for what J tell 


you is directly and in plain terms aſſerted in the 
FKigbis of the Church. And for your farther Satisfac- 
tion, Til give you the whole * . 


——— — 


ba The defire of propagating their Species being by the 


divine Wiſdom the moſt frongiy implanted in Man, next 
to that of his own Preſervation, abſtaining from it muſt be 


ſuch a Crime, as is exceeded only by refuſing to preſerve 


- BNES own Bel: 8; aud on ſome Conſiderations greater; 
$5 3 


Scep. T own ſuch Practices as theſe are ſhocking | 


Daf | 
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ſet in a true Light, 51 
Deiſt. How! that's our Bible, our Code, our 
Magna Charta. That Book has done us mighty Ser- 


vice in bantering and expoſing the Chriſtian Religion - 
But ſuch an unlucky Stroke as this may ſpoil all. It 
is indeed a very indiſcreet Paſſage, and I can't i- 


magine how it came there. I know the Gentleman 


concerned in that Performance; and I never heard 
any of 'em defend ſuch kind of Doctrine as this: It 


muſt have been foiſted in by the Secretary to the 


Club. He is a little too wicked for us, and is for 


precipitating Matters before they are ripe; before 
the Minds of People are duly prepared to receive 


them. But no more of this abominable Nas, I be- 
ſeech you 


Scep. Well ha we'll paſs to a more innocent Plea- 


i ſure. What think you of the Joys of brick Wine? 
There's no harm in a chearful Bottle, ſure. 


Deiſt. There I am for you. The Pleaſures of eat 


| ing and drinking are very natural ; and I think them 
the moſt ſubſtantial Pleaſures of Life. 


Sep. But within the Bounds of Temperance, I 


hope. 


Deiſt. Why, if a Man ſhould g0 farther, there's 8 


no wrong done to any Body. If a Man ſhould lay 


by his Reaſon for a while, and forget himſclf, it is 
no more than taking a Nap. 

Sep. Ay, but you ſeem to have a regard for So- 
ciety. Do you think theſe eating drinking F cllows 


the fitteſt to ſerve the Publick ? 


Deiſt. A Man muſt take care to be ſober in the 


Coundil, and 1 in the Parliament. | And when he has 


1 6—— 
——_— 8 


6— 


ſince this prevents the Ex: tence of immorta] Soul; that | 


only diſſolves the Union between it and the Body; and 


both equally would, with a few Years difference only, put 
an end to the Race of Mankind; the only Reaſons of the 


moral Turpitude of unnatural Lults. The Rights of the Chri- 
ſtian Church aſſerted, Sc. p. 264. | 
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any great Buſineſs to do, he muſt be more ſparing 
in his Diet than at other times. 

Scep. But if a Man has not got the Habit of 
Sobricty, hell be hankering after a Bottle, when 
he ſhould be employ'd about other Aftairs. There 
are not many Inſtances (tho? ſome there are) of 
Men that could make their Buſineſs and their Plea- 
ſurc conliſtent. 

Deiſt. What if there were none? There are plod- 
ding Fellows cnow to be found that love Buſineſs 

for Buſineſs ſexc; ſuch as dont relifa the Pleaſures 
ol Wit, and Wine, and fine Converſation; let them 

do the Drudgery of the World, 

. Scep. That's very hard indeed, that you can'c 
enjoy the Pleaiurcs ordained for you by Nature, ex- 
_ cept ſome People ſhould be ſo odly made as to re- 
pounce them, to ſecure your Enjoyment. 
Leiſt. Nature has order'd it very wiſely. that all 
— S Plcalures ſhould not lie the ſame way. . 
Upon the upſhot then I find, that your 
Rule of Flowing Nature, is ſo crampt and cloge*d 
and of ſuch uncertain Direction that it is as good as 
no Rule at all. Let us now conſſ ider your other main 
Principle, of doing no H ng. 
Deiſt. Juſtice 1s che fob ndation of all Society: 
There's no living together without this Rule. And 
this 1 will be bound to maintain; that to be juſt 
and honeſt and fair, and cqual in our Dealings 
with one another, is to be truly religious. 

Scep. Theſe things ſound very finely in the gene- 
ral; but when we come to particular Inſtances, we 
ſhall have you renounce them again, or diſtinguiſh _ 
ch. maAWa J. 

Deiſt. A Deiiit may hs allow'd to plead Frailty, 
as we fee the beſt Chr:fians do in ſome particular 
Cafes: But then I will not defend the Practice; I'll 

| 5 the Irregularity, and ſtand by my Principle. 
Seh. You have not the ſame reaſon to plead Frail- 


ö 
54 
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ſet in a true Lioli. 53- 
ty that a Chriſtian has; becauſe you make all your 
oven Rules tor your ſelf; and to be ſure you have 


that regard for your own Inclinations, as not to 


lay too heavy Burdens upon your ſelf: Whereas, the 
Chriſtian profeſſes to obey a Maſter in all his Com- 
mands tho? never ſo many, and difficult, and con- 
trary to his Inclinations. Bur to wave that Re- 


flexion I dare engage I ſhall make you throw up 


every Princ pl: you pretend to, and juſtify your 2 
acting coi-irary to it in all manner of Inſtances. 


Deut. What, do you think I would defend Mur- 


der, and Oppreſſion, Malin; e and ſuch like | 


V:ilncs as role? 
ocep. Ay marry do I. 


Deitz. 1 am ſorry to find you have ſo rl an O- 

pin on Ol me. | 
Seep. It 1 prove my Point, then I have no work 
op non of you than you have of your ſelf: And if I 
do not Tpromilſe to think as worthily of you as you 


Can deſire or expect. 


Der. Well then let's hear my Charge; and be- 
gin with Mu der. 
-..-  Scep. Or rather, if you ple: iſe, Lilling of Men For 
the Word Murder is by Cuſtom grown ſo harſh a2 
Sound, that Men are apt to ſtartle at the Word, tho” 

not at the Thing: If therefore I can prove to you, 
that you allow Men to kill one another, that's ſut- 
ficient to make good the Indictment. 


Deist. How do you mean? one Man may kill 


another in his own Defence; or a Magiſtrate may 


put a Man to Death for Crimes againſt the State; 


or a Soldier may kill an Enemy in defence of his 
Country. Theſe things I allow indecd, as all the 
World does; but I know of no other Caſes where 
it is lawful to kill, | 

Scep. This is all Selt- preſervation. Bur are there 
no other Caſes where you will grant &k://;zg to be 


12 5 Murder? What think you of the Ning of France, 


who 
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who has ſacrific'd ſo many thouſand Lives to his 


Glory ? Is not this juſt and right, and every way 
agreeable to his princely Grandeur? 
| Dei. He is a barbarous Tyrant. 


Scep. I know you Deiſis have no great Kindneſs 
for Kings: But you will find that all thoſe Actions 
which you are pleaſed to term barbarous are ſet 
forth under different Characters by the beſt Wits of 
the Age. And if it had not been for Conquerors 
and Victories, we had loſt ſome of the nobleſt Pat- 
terns of Writing now extant. 

Deif?. This is groſs Flattery, fit for none but 
Poets and penſionary Hiſtorians. 


Scep. Well, but as bad an Opinion as you | have 
of theſe fighting Princes, ſuppoſing you could not 


tell how to live handſomly at Home, would not 


you accept of a Commiſſion i in the French King's 
Army? 


Dei. A . that deſi igns to derne his Country, 


muſt learn the Art of War ſome where or other. 
FScep. Ay, but conſider what you are to do be- 
fore you are Maſter of your Trade: You muſt mur- 
der, burn, deſtroy, &c. without any: regard to 
Places or Perſons. 155 


Deis?. In an Army a Man Ry” obey his ſupe- 


rior Officers; there's no help for that. 
Scep. I ſee then upon occaſion you can kill Men 


to ſerve other People's Ambition or Intereſt; and 


why not for your own? Do you know of no Body 


at Home that you could get an Eſtate by, it he 
were diſpatch'd out of the way. 


Dieist. You make my Blood chill to hear you 
talk ſo. 


Scep. What, troubled with Quilms ol. Conſcience! 


Frighted with Bug- bear Words! Can you without 

any ſcruple Burn a Town in Germany, and put all 
the Inhabitants to the Sword, only for a Captains 

Oops yy; can you make a profeſſion of Murdering 


. — n oy DART 
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at the word of Command, and yet boggle at get- 
ting a good Eſtate by the death of but one ſingle 
Perſon, when Jaying him aſide, will make you eaſy 
in your Fortunes, and put you above the neceſſity 
of ever muthering any Body elſe? ? i 
Dei. But to kill a Man in cold Blood, treache- 
rouſly, and without Reſt iſtance, that I can never 
* 
Scep. Cold or hot Blood, fairly « or not fairly, it is 
all one to the Perſon who is to be kill'd. But if 
you are ſo nice as to the manner of ſending a Fel- 
low out of the World, why don't yon challenge 
your elder Brother to fight with you fairy? You 
make no ſcruple of Dueling, I hope? 
Deiſt. No, Sir, if a Man affronts me, I mall de- 
mand the Satisfaction of a Gentleman; but my Bro- 
ther never injur'd me in his Life. 
| Scep. Never injur'd you! What is keeping a cood 
Eſtate from you no Injury ? Beſides, ir would be 
more for the advantage of the Publick, that you 
ſhould have the Eſtate than he; a ſneaking, bookiſh, 
| muſty, virtuous Coxcomb. 
Deiſt. That may be, but 1 don't know how to 
| adjuſt this to the Rules of Honour agreed upon a- 
mong Gentlemen. If a Man gives me the Lye, 
joſtles me in the Streets, twirls my Hat, or the 
like, this is juſt cauſe of Challenge, but to fight a 
Man for no other Reaſon, but becauſe he was born fy 
he me, is without any precedent. 
8 The Rules of Honour in Duelling, are juſt 
Ps whe Laws of Publick War: That is, You may 
Murder who you will, either ſingly, or in Troops, 
if you can but get a good Party in the World to 
vote it fair. But this is nothing at all to the Rea- 
ſon of the thing. For my part | take it to be full 
out as reaſonable to murder a Man privately, as in 
the open Field; in his own Houle, as ng Moun- 


8 tague- Houſe. 5 
8 | Deift, 


* W n W ag it ZH, ONS <A 
4 * 85 Y ER” Us hd — r 
9 


" ay pa 
F 2 . r 
SN 


— 


56 i The W f 1 DEIN 2 


Deiſt. I. proteſt you are ſo wicked, 1 can't keep 


you Company. 


Scep: lt is not 1 that am ſo wicked; but am 


5 ſhewing you hog wicked you ought to be by your 
own Principles. ral and Boroski underſtood the 


bulineſ: of Fighting as well as you, and they thought 


it no Crime to ſhoot a Man in his Coach, without 


Warning: The one ſaid he was a Gentleman and 


ſerv'd his Friend; and he knew that God had a re- 
gard for Gemlenien. The other took it to be a ſuf- 


ficient Warrant for what he did, that his Maſter 
bid him. And as good Reaſons as theſe may no 


doubr be given for any other Murder whatſocver. 
Dieiſt. Theſe were ſtrange F ellows that came out 
_ of a barbarous Countrey. 


Scep. Lil put you another caſe that happen'd 1057 


ly in this Polite part of the World. TWO Gentle- 
men of the Town had pretty Fortunes between 
them. Both together were enough for one, but di- 


vided, made two miſcrable. They were great 
Friends, and they ſettled what they had upon one 
another, in caſe of any Accident. One of them be- 
ing Sick, the other, who was always with him, put 


ſack a Doſe of Opium into his Drink, that he never 


waked more; by which means the ſick Man was 


rid of an uneaſy Lite, and the Survivor was made 


to live comfortably. And what harm 1s there in all 


this? 


Dei. I am ſtartled to hear of ſuch foul Prac- 


tices. 
Step. Startled at this! Believe me, I was not at 


211 ſhock'd, when a Gentleman own'd to me A- 


= bn oad, that he had poiſon'd his Father. 


De. Oh Inhuman, and Unnatural, No more of 


this kind tor God's ſake. 


Scep. You cry out now before you know the Caſe? 


| Why the old Man was done; Lite was grown inſi- 
pid, and troubleſome to him; and he might have 


. wy linger'd 
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Unger'd out a great while longer and kept his Son 
out of an Eſtate which he could not enjoy himſelf. 


And what has a Deiſt to ſay againſt this? Is not 
this more reaſonable in it ſelt; and is not there leſs 
Injury done, than in murdering a great many Men. 
for Pay; or in killing one's Friend in the vigour of 
his. Youth, for placing a Word, or a Look wrong? 


Deiſt. But cvery thing of chis kind, has a horri- 


ble appearance to the World: and Men would be 
apt to puſh their Intereſt and Revenge too far, 
mu _ things as theſe allow'd, or conniv'd at. 


Don't teil me of the World; I am to conſult 
* and Reaſon only, without regarding the 


World. Beſides, you know there are ſome Coun- 
tries, where it was a general approv'd Cuſtom for 
Children to kill their Parents at ſuch an Age. Nay 
farther, by your Principle of following Nature and 
Inclination, I can't ſee, why a Man that finds a 


pleaſure in killing, ſhould not purſue it as well as 


any other. 


Deiſt. Find a pleaſure in killing Men! there are 
no ſuch Monſters in the World, ſure. 
Scep. What do you mean by Monſters? I believe. 


you would be puzzled to give a Reaſon, why that 


may not be as natural a Pleaſure as any other, tho” 


perhaps you don't find any thing in your Conſti- 


tut ion leading that way. 
Deiſt. If this be following Nature, LI renounce | 
my Principle, and turn Chriſtian, 
Scep. Have a care of reſolving too haſtily, for 
fear J ſhould prove to you, that a Man may be as 


| ſtrongly inclin'd to murder, as to do any cog elſe hi 
which 1s known to be agreeable to him. 


Deiſt. Which way can you prove that? 
Scep. Do you think that Walves, and Bears, and 


| Tygers, have any ſuch Inclinations in them ? 


Veit. T here's s no doubr on't? g 


1 Seep. | 
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| Scep. And has not my Friend Hobbs aſſerted and 
maintain'd, that Men are of the ſame Savage Dil 


poſitious chat thoſe Beaſts are? | 
Deisf. I have no value for Hobbs Opinion in 
this Matter: He happen'd co have a timorous Na- 
ture of his own, and ſo e repreſented every thing 
_ more terrible than ic was in it ſelf. _ 

But have not you your ſelf obſerv'd, that 
he Pauker of Man ind are pleas'd with cruel 
Sports, where ſome Creature or other is to be kill- 


ed, or at leaſt miſcrably maul'd? Now, if they 


were not diverted this way, and reſtrain'd by Laws, 
they would very probably take more pleaſure in 
worrying and deſtroying one another, than in 
Hunting and Baiting any other Creatures. 


Deiſt. There is no reaton to imagine ſo. 


Scep. You fee that plain ly by arbitrary Princes, 
who above ail Laws; Nine in Ten of them delight 
in Cruelty; and are Tyrants purely for their Diver- 

ſion: as Phalaris, and Dionyſius of Old, and the 
_ Cars of Mauſcovy, and Emperors of Morocco in our 
- Days. -.- 
Deiſt Such an unlimited unaccountable Power 
does often tempt Men to an extravagant exerciſe 
of it. But private Men have no uch Inelinati- 4 
ons. 
Scep. Yes but they have, only they are dampt 
and reſtrain'd by the fear of hanging. I knewa 


Man of your Sect, that look'd upon Killing and 


Slaying, as the greateſt Pleaſure in the World. 
Wreſtling and Boxing ferv'd his turn when he was 
A Boy. At Eighteen Duelling was his chiet Recre- _ 
ation: So that when he was not engag'd in any 


Quarrels of his own, he would lay out to be "wy 


_ Pody's Second that wanted one. 


Dit. This was 0 frange quarreIſome Fel el ow in- 
decd: 


Sep. 


| 
N 
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himſelf with beating Conſtables and Watchmen; 
kicking Drawers down Stairs; and ſuch-like little 


Dixerſions. 
Deiſt. It ſuch abominablc Libertias as theſe were : 

ſuftered, there could be no ſuch thing as Govern- 
ment or Society. 


Scep. I told him is; but he fad he did not care 


whether there were or not; Mankind might disband 

as ſoon as they pleas'd; he did not doubt but he 

ſhould be able to make his Party good in a ſtate. 

of Nature; and if there were a new Shuffle, he 

ſhould have a good chance to be King. And in- 

| deed he was a very ſtrong luſty Fellow, of great 
Natural Courage. 


Deiſt. For my part, ! haye no Notion of fuch an 
odd ſort ot Inclination as this? 


Scep. I know you had rather be planting young 
Trees, than cutting down old Timber. But the In- 


clinations of Men are very different; and there's no 


reaſon to be given, why one Inclination may not be 
gratify'd as well as another. I take Covetouſneſs to 
be as unnatural as Cruclty, Beſtiality, or any thing 
elſe you can name; and I can't for my Life find 
where the pleaſure of it lies: But would not you al- 


low a Man to be covetous if he has.a mind to it? 


 Deift. With all my Heart, provided he does not 
cheat me, or prey upon my Eſtate to ſatisfy his 


Appetite. 
Scep. Then he may ſqueeze, « or opprels any Body 
elſe i it ſeems. 
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Keß When the War broke out, he immediately 
enter d into the Service, and all the while the War 

laſted, he was very eaſy; but after a twelve Month's 
Peace, he grew unruly again, and would fain have 
been ridding the Nation of a great many uſeleſs 
good- for- nothing Fellows (as his uſual Phraſe for 
Killing was) only he could not bear ſuch a filly | 
ſneaking Death as Hanging; and ſo he contented 
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Deif. I don't ſay that ncither: For care ought 


to be taken ina Metern that no Man rob, or cozen 
another. 


Scep. What is it never lawful for a Man upon any 2 


cccaſion to make his Advantage of another? Have 


a care of being too General; I ſhall find out Caſes 
where you will not be ſo trait-lac'd. 
Deiſt. Cheating, and Stealing are ſuch baſe diſho- 
nourable Vices, that there are none of our way but 
{corn to be guilty of them. 
Scep. You mean nothing by this now, 1 break - 
ing up Houles, and picking of Pockets, and ſuch- 
like things as a Man is to be hang'd or pillory'd 
for: That is, it is a baſe diſhonourable thing to 
ſwing upon a Gallows, or to peep through a Pil- 


lory: But Head and Neck ſafe, and you'll go as far 


as any Man towards wronging your Neighbour. : 
Deiſt. This is only a general Charge, a Dotor's- 
Commons Libel, a Chancery Declaration. Ler 5 hear 
how you make it good by Inſtances. 55 I 
|  Scep. That I can do very eaſily: And in the fr 
Place, what ſay you to the Duty of Paying your | 
Debts; ? Does a Deiſt make any Conſcience ot that? 
Dieiſt. Gentlemen mult live like Gentlemen: And 
thoſe Tradeſmen are ſuch unconſcionable Fellows 
in their Dealings; that I can't think there's much 
harm done if a Man dies in their Debt. Let them 
lock to it who they truſt. 5 
Scep, But are there no Tradeſmen think you of 
your Principles? And may not they make them- 
ſelves amends for their bad Debts among Dees by : 
cheating good Chriſtians that pay better? 
Deiſt. They may make what Gain they can of 
their Goods, that's a certain Rule in Trade: And 
if People are ſuch Fools as to buy too dear, they 
muſt be content to pay for their Folly. 
Scep. A very fair way of Reprizals truly. But 
you don't t coniine the privilege of Cheating to the 


Shops 
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Shops I hope. Suppoſe a Gentleman has a Horſe to 
ſell, may he not take all the ſame ways as a Tradeſ- 


man does to overreach an ignorant Buyer? . 
Deiſt. In the matter of Horſes indeed it's an al- 
low'd Maxim among all your Gentlemen Jockeys of 


what Quality ſoever, that they may make the beſt 
of a faulty Jade, without any diminution to their 
Honour: Bur in all other Bargains with one ano- 


ther, they think themſelves obliged to deal upon 


the ſquare, and to Pay even their lay. Debts to 2a 
Farthing. 


Scep. Gentlemen chen. are to be true and jult to 


one another, in every thing but Horſes. Taking 


your Rule with this Reſtriction, what think you of 


having a young Gentleman of a large Eſtate com- 


mitted to your truſt? May not you take ſome ſhare 
ol it to your own uſe? 


Deis?. There's no Reaſon why a Man ſhould have : 


the trouble of looking after a young perverſe Rake, 


or Booby, for nothing; if he finds a good Eſtate 
N when he comes to Age, what matter is it who ſpent 
it in the mean time, he or 1? 


Scep. Very well! and what difference is there be- 


| tween this and robbing upon the Highway ? 


Der. Thoſe Rogues upon the Highway do 


things with Force and Violence: They put a Man 


into a bodily Fright, and make it dangerous to tra- 
vel upon one's lawful Occaſions. 


Scep. There needs be no Fright in the caſe. JE - 


a Man upon a Black Mare flings his Purſe into a 
Coach, and ſtands to the Courteſy of the Travellers 
what they will put into it, what great harm is there 
done? For my part, I look upon this as the faireſt 
way of taking away one's Money, and the moſt 


becoming a Gentleman of any: All ſorts of Cheat- 
ing and Tricking being as much below a Gentleman 


as Begging or Working: And what would you have 


a Gentleman do tat ! is reduced to Want? 5 
| OT; 
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Dieiſt. Cheating I grant you is a. very ungentle- 
manly Practice; but there are a great many ways 
whereby a Man may ſerve himſelf of other Men, 
without doing any thing that comes under that 
Name: As — ſome {mall Preſents of Money 
to Country Burgeſſes, to elect him Member of Par- 
liament; receiving the like Favours in the Houſe, 
trom thoſe without Doors, for promoting their Bu- 


fineſs there; getting a Place at Court by ſecret Ser- 


vices, and taking all the Perquiſites any way be- 
longing to it; obliging People with courteous Pro- 
miſes of ſerving them, and making proper Advan- 


tages of their Expectations, with many the like me- 


thods. Now this is making a Man's Fortune, 
puſhing his Intereſt, raiſing his Family; there's no- 
thing of dirty couzening or cheating in it; here's 


no forging of Wills, or giving falſe Mortgages, or any 


thing of that nature, which 1s downright Roguery 


indeed. 


Scep. I don't fee why a Man may not do the one 
as well as the other; only that you Gentlemen have 
agreed together to call theſe things by different 
Names, and to fix the different Characters of baſe 
and honourable upon them. Upon this account it 
is that all Sins don't become all Men alike, tho? 
they are all equally juſtifiable; but forging of Wills 
and Bonds becomes a Countrey- Attorney, as well as 

thoſe other ways of cheating become a Man of 
 Deif?, Who ſhould make the Laws of Honour, but 
Gentlemen and Perſons of Quality? 
Sep. Yes, yes, and the Laws of Juſtice too, and 
of Virtue and Vice: That's it which I would prove 
upon you, that you Deiſts have no Religion or Mora- 

lity but what you make your ſelves; and what you 
are continually changing and varying as you ſee oc- 
caſion: For *tis very plain by all your Diſcourſe, 
that you have no certain fit Rules el living, and 
. e V 
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that you are under no Ties or Obligations to do a- 
ny thing but juſt what you have a Mind to. 
Deiſt. How's this? Have not I acquainted you 
with the Rules we go by? And do not we follow r 
_  themas ſtrictly as any other Men follow their Rules? 
Scep. You follow your Inclinations indeed; you 
purſue ſuch things as are agreeable to you, and you 
avoid ſuch things as you don't like: But do you ever 
forbear any thing that pleaſes, or perform any 
thing that is troubleſome , out of a Senſe of Duty, 
as thinking your ſelves oblig'd to it in Obedience to 
God, or in hopes of ſome future Recompence; or for 
fear of ſome Puniſoment to be inflicted after this Life; 
or upon any other Principle but your preſent Inte- 
reſt or Convenience in this World? You ſay, that 
Murther, Adultery, and many other Actions, are 
Crimes, which in ſome Caſes at leaſt, ought to be 
forborn even by Deiſts: But even in theſe very few 
_ Cafes of your own making, what is there to check 
or reſtrain a Man from oftending, when he finds it 
either for his Pleaſure, or his Intereſt to commit 
thoſe things which you call Sins? „ 
Deiſt. Many things are in themſelves ſo baſe, and 
ſcandalous, and inhumane, that the bare Conſide- 
ration of the Dignity of our Nature, is ſufficient to 
preſerve us from them. „ 
Sͤcep. This is a pompous Phraſe, which without 
Religion ſignifies nothing. Human Nature, it there be 
no future State, is the ſillieſt, moſt irregular, moſt 
fantaſtical Nature in the Univerſe. The Ule of Reaſon 
is ridiculous, and ſerves only to prove to us, that ve 
. are a parcel of poor miſerable Wretches, who are 
C.ouontinually toſſed about by fooliſh Paſſions, and a- 
muſed with vain Hopes and Deſigns. And Speech, 
_ which diſtinguiſhes us from the Beaſts, as much as 
our Reaſon, ſerves us to no other end but to enable 
us to complain: If therefore with all our boaſted 
Perfections, we mult die like the Beaſts, why ſhould 
eee | ZI 
by 
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we not live like them too, and employ all that won- 


derful Sagacity, which you call Reaſon, in find- 


ing out the beſt ways we can of ſatisfying all our 
ſenſual Appetites, however it may prove to the 
Prejudice or deſtruction of other Animals, tho of 
our own kind? 5 
Deiſt. Fye for Shame! What, defile your own. 
Neſt! Have you no greater regard for that noble 
Creature, Man, Lord of the World? Do you pay no 

more reſpe& to the Os ſublime and Erectos Vultus? 
What, do you reckon Heroes and Philoſophers, Wits 

and fine Thinkers, to be of no higher an Order of 8 
Beings, than Lions and Eagles? " 
| Scep. No indeed; neither better nor worſe, ex- 


cept they were oblig'd to live by ſome other Rules 


than their own Fancy or Humour; and had ſome 
better Proſpect than a Coffin and a Tomb ſtone. 
Alexander and Cæſar were a couple of ravenous 
Beaſts, or Beaſts of Prey, that made great Havock 
in the World in their time: Ariſtotle and Plato were 
induſtrious Bees, that built Commonwealths like 
Honeycombs, to be pulb'd down by ſtronger Ani- 
mals: Tiberius and Machiavel were Foxes that laid 


Traps for other Mortals: And what is now become 


| of theſe and many more, that were in ancient Day . 
v prond, þ valant, and o we? 


HuddPdi in ; the Dirt, the rea, ning Engines le, 


And there's : an end of them, and all their great 

Deſigns. 

Dieiſt. An end of them! No, they live ſill in the 
Memory of Men. Their Names are recorded with 

Honour; and their great Actions are preſerv'd in 

Books; and the Proſpect of ſuch Glory as this, was 

ſufficient to excite them to the Performance of noble 

Actions. 

Sep. The Defi re of Glor 9 after D Death | is a ridicu- 


lous 
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lous ablurd Principle; and not half ſo rational as 


that of the Blacks, who think they ſhall go into 
their own Country again when they die, to what 


place ſoever they are carry'd Slaves: For they are 
entertained with the Proſpe& of feeling and enjoy- 
ing ſomething themſelves; whereas thoſe that court 


the favour of Poſterity, have not ſo much as the 


Hopes of being pleas'd with their Succeſs, thould 
| all their Wiſhes take effect 


Deis?, At this rate you'll ſay that the Love of 0 one 5 


Countrey is a ridiculous Principle too. 


Scep. And ſo I ſhall, where a Man has not a cer- 


tain and immediate Proſpect of ſerving himſelf by 
what he does for his Countrey. This is all Trick and 


State- craft, the very Maſter-piece of all Policy, to 


Inſpire great Numbers of Men with ſuch Notions as 

ſhall make them eaſy and contented to be in a low 
and mean Condition themſelves, that a few of their 
Brethren may by that means be enabled to live 
greatly and happily. 
|  Deiſt. Docs not every Body ſhare in the Happineſs 
of that Society, of which he is a Member? 


Scep. Pray what ſhare have the Peaſants of France 


in all the Glory and Happineſs of their grand Mo- 
narch? And what do the Subjects of the Czar get 
by all his Battels? What Portion or degree of Satiſ- 
faction is allotted to thoſe viſt numbers of People 
that labour in the Mines, and in the Gallies? But 


waving all extraordinary Inſtances, the far greateft 


part of every Society are poor miſerable Creatures 
that endure abundance of Trouble and Pains, and 
work Night. and Day only to keep Body and Soul to- 


gether, which had much better part, if they had a- 


ny of them the Courage to cut the Knot: And no 
| Reaſon can be given, why they ſhould bear the Life 
they are in, but that they know no better, and are 
afraid of being worſe. 


Dei. There muſt be different Orders and a 
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of Men in a Society, or elſe it could. never ſub a; 
and every Man muſt ſubmit to the Condition he is 


born to. 


Scep. That may perhaps be nealanable enough, if 
there was but any time conceivable when it would 


come to their turn that are poor and low to bc rich 


and in high place, and to enjoy as much of the 
World as ſome of their Brethren now do: But what 


Reaſon is there for any Man to ſubmit, and be wil- 
ling to live wretchedly all his Life, merely for the 

ake of other People? tor my part, I thought there 
was a great dea! of good Senſe in what a Tenant of 
mine told me when 1 was Cal neit with him for "oy. 


Rent. 


Deict. What did the Varlet 6070 He did not que- 


ſtion your Right I hope to the Profits of 18 own. 
A 
Sep. © Pray Sir (ſays he) bow came you by 
* ſach an Eſtate, when I have none? You go to 
 * Lyndon, and there you drink, and whore, and 
ee game, and as ſoon as your Money s gone, you 


« come down into the Country and ſwear at your 


© poor Tenants, who labour.and toil to maintain 
you. in your Extravagancies, when they can hard- 
_« Jy get bread for themſelves and their Families: 


** I had a Book lent me the other day, which ſays 
ce we :re all equal, and have every one of us as 


RN 


' Deiſt, What are Laws made for, but to force ſuch 


ſtubborn Fellows as theſe to do their Duty? 


Scep. I threaten'd him with the Law, and urged 
Religion to him, becauſe I knew he uſed to go to 


Church on Sundays. But his Anſwer was, that that 
was a mere Trick of the Gentlefolks to make Reli- 
Lion and Laws, and to threaten poor Men with 
hanging and damning, only .to make them their 
Slaves; "rhat tor his part he would be a Slave no 


e 1 


much Right to what we can get, as nd Gentle- 
„ man of you all. 
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longer, no that he would not; and that he would 


read the Book he had got to his Neighbours next 


Market-day, or day of Election for Parliament Men, 
and ſtirthem up to join with him in bringing all things 


toa Level: That there was an old Parliament Colo- 
nel lived in his Pariſh, who had told him there was 
a Sectof Levellers in his Days, and he hoped toraiſe 
them again; for come what would come, . he could 
never be worle than he was. 


Deiſt. This was a notable ſhrewd Fellow ; how 


did you deal with him? 


Scep. I was forc'd to give him good wards; and 


to fromile him a better Bargain when his Leaſe was 
out: And I treated him with reſpect, and made him 


believe, that a Man of his Parts and Induſtry, if he 


behaved himſelt civilly, would en come to be 
a Gentleman in time. 


Deiſt. The truth on't is, there is ſome colour in 


vhat the Fellow ſaid: Any Man may have reaſon to 
take it ill that he has not the ſame advantages which 
his Neighbour has: But if all Men ſtood upon an e- 


qual Foot. every Body would be poor and miſeta- 


ble; and therefore there is a neceſſity of framing. 
Laws, and executing them very ſtrictly, to make 
People content with their Condition, and to con- 


tribute their endeavours to the Preſervation of the 
Publick. 


Scep, Well then: Dignity of Nature, Ghey; and 
Fame, and Love of one's Country, have very lirtle ef- 


fect it ſeems upon the generality of Mankind, whoſe 


Souls are too groſs to be moved with ſnch Reflexi- 


ens as theſe. Leaving therefore theſe Principles to 
Men of Quality, let's try what force Laus har e, 
and whence their Obligation riſes. 


Deiſt. The Laws of the Land are fullicionr for 


regulating our Conduct, without ferching Rutes 


tro m Heaven. 
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Step And do you think that every Man is obli- 


ged to obey the Laws of his Country ? 


Deiſt. Yes ſure, or elſe there's an end of all Society. 
Scep. It may be convenient perhaps: But that's 


not the thing; where's the Authority? Where's the 


Power to oblige? Why am I to ſubmit my private 


5 Intereſt to that of the Publick? Whenever our Go- 


vernors act againſt the Publick Good, you Deiſts I 


know, will abſolve me from my Allegiance to 
them: And by the ſame Reaſon, you ought to 


grant, that when the Publick acts againſt my pri- : 


vate Good, J am no longer oblig'd ro ſtand by the 
Society; but am free to look alter my own N 


cerns as 1 ſee fit. 
Dieiſt. Governors may be Arbirizry: and Unjuſt; 


bunt Laws are the reſult of the Wiſdom of a Nation, 
and made by our Fore-fathers for the on of 


their Poſterity. 


Scep. Why ſhould not we be as wiſe as our 
Fore-· fathers? But if we were not, what has my 
Father or Grandfather to do to make Laws 


for me? I am a Free-born Subje& of the World, 
that am to be govern'd by my own Laws, as be- 


ing beſt Judge of my own Affairs, and moſt con- 
cern'd to provide for my own Happineſs. 


Deiſt. What ſay you, if you have your ſelf cher 


in Perſon, or by your Repreſentatives, given your 
conſent to all the Laws of your Country? Are you not 
then obliged ro conform to them ? 


Scep. Yes, ſo long as I have a mind to it, or find 


it convenient for me, and no longer. Don't I ſay 


in my Family, to day I will have things order'd 10 
and ſo; I will dine at One, and go to Bed at 


Ten, Oc. and theſe ſhall be ſtanding Rules for my 
Family; and yet to Morrow I think fit to change 
my Mind, and give out contrary Laws. When my 


Fancy or Humour alters, or my Circumſtances are 


changed, l have a 88 to alter my way of Living 


accord- 
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accordingly; and therefore am not to be bound 


up by any former Rules or Laws, tho they were 


of my own making. 
Dei. Ay, but Rewards and Puniſhment will cure 


the Irregularity of Fancy. 


Scep. As to Rewards, human Laws are very ſpa- 2 
ring of them; all their force is owing to Rigour: 
But that makes no change at all in the Reaſon, or 

obligation of a Thing that I ſhall be hang'd it I do 
ti., and may have leave to die in my Bed, if I don't; 
for the Men that make theſe Laws ate as fallible 
and humourſome, and as much ſubject to Error and 
Paſſion as I am; and do often make a great many 


abſurd, ridiculous and unreaſonable Laws; and is 


ĩt fit that I ſhould obey them? 


Deift. Yes, till they are repealed, you muſt ſub- 
mit, or elſe all things will be in confuſion. 


Scep. How many Laws are there here in Eng- 


land which you Deiſts think fit to diſpenſe with? 
Are not Duelling, Fornication, Drunkenueſs, &c. for- 
bid by our Laws, and Puniſhments annexed to the 
Breach of them? 


Deiſt. Pugh! Thoſe are ſmall things, in which : 
the Publick ſuffers little or nothing. 


Scep, At this rate every Man 1s Judge what Laws 


are fit to be kept, and what not, and conſequently 


every Man will find a Hole to creep out at where- 
ever it it for his Pleaſure or his Intereſt to be relea- 


ſed: Whereas, If there be any Obligation in Laws, 


one Law mult oblige as much as another; becauſe 


they have all the ſame Sandton and Authority. 

Deiſt. Some Laws are made in terrorem only ; + 
ſome, to reſtrain the Inſolence of the Vulgar, and 
ſome to prevent a general practice which might 


be pernicious; whereas a few T rantgreffors do no 
harm. 


Sep. If this be your Notion of Laws, it is very 
fit that every Man 1 5 e his full Liber 
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ty as well as you: For which end the faireſt way 


would be, to print ſome ſuch Declaration as this 


before the Statute-Book: 
e Whereas ſuch and ſuch Laws are made "A the 


1 - + 


cc 
cc 


8 cc 

eb 
cc Violence to their natural Inclinations; That Men 
of Quality and Eſtates are and ought to be al- 


© lowed greater Exemptions than other Perſons; 
.cc 


cc 


Security of the Publick; that they may be ob- 
ſerv'd without any undue Reſtraint upon the Li- 
berty of private Men; It is hereby declar'd, that 
they are intended to oblige Men only where they 
can conveniently keep them, without doing much 


That fach of them as can pay their Debts with- 
out diminiſhing their Figure, ſhould do it; and 
that they which cannot, ſhould not beat, or o- 


© therwiſe abuſe their Creditors; That no Father 


ſhould be fo cruel as to hinder his Daughter from 


playing the Whore, if he finds her ſtrongly diſ- 
poſed to it; That no Maſter ſhould forbid any of 
his Servants being Drunk, except it be his Coach- 
man juſt before a Journey; That a Tradeſman 
may allow his Prentices to cheat any Body but 

| himſelf, to whom he is bound by Covenants to 


be Honeſt for a certain time; That a Gentleman 


may murder any Body that he thinks has affront- 


ed him, upon condition he does it openly and 
fairly, &c. notwithſtanding any Law, Statute, 
Decree, or Injunction to the contrary : Provided 
always that every one take due care that he be 
not found out to have committed any thing con- 


trary to the Statutes contained in the following 


Book, ſet out by Authority, ſo as to be convict- 
ed thereof by tull and legal Evidence: Becauſe, 


that in all ſach Caſes, for Example ſake the Law 


mult take its courſe, and the Offender muſt bear 
his Misfortune paticntly. i : 
Dei. It is not fit that every Man ſhould know 


what Natural Liberty he has, for then the Multi- 


rude 
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tude would be too ſtrong for their Governors, and 
all the artificial Power of Societies would be n- 
der'd uſeleſs. If the Beaſts knew their own Strength, 
they would never ſubmit to all that Drudgery and 

| Hardſhip which Men now put them to. 
Sdcep. I have often wonder'd, why an Army of 
Forty Thouſand Men being got together, they 
would chuſe rather to fight for the pleaſure and ad- 
vantage of other Men for Six-pence a day apiece, 
when they might as eaſily plunder the whole Nati- 
on, and every Man of them be Rich: And I don't 
| ſee but they have as good a Right to what they 


can get at Home, as in another Countrey. 
Dei. It is becauſe they cannot communicate 
their Deſign to one another, and agree upon the 
method of executing it time enough before they are 
diſcovered, and Diſcipline reaches them. Martial 
Law is very ſtrict in its Commands, and quick in 
its Puniſhments „ 
 Scep. So it is ordered indeed, both in Armies and 
States, that a few ſhould be too hard for a great 
many, becauſe ſome are wiſer than ſome; and they 
have got the Trick of keeping People under by 
_ falſe Notions: By preaching up to them Reverence 
to Laws; Love of one's Countrey; Care of Poſterity, and 
the like: By perſuading them that ſome Men are by 
Nature greater, and of a ſuperior Order and Dig- 
nity than others, to whom there are particular Re- 
ſpects and Submiſſions due from the reſt of Man- 
kind: And by making a Monſter of a Common- 


_  awealth, as if it were a perpetual Creature, a Com- 


mon Mother that took care of every Body; ſo that 
every Body ſhould find his Account in ſerving her 
ſome time or other, when not the fortieth Part of 
a Nation gets any thing by all the Services that are 


done for the Saciety; the reſt being poor deſpica- 5 


ble Wretches, mere Beaſts of Burthen, made to do 
Drudgery for their Brethren; who, if it were 2 : 
© 


. . EN 
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for theſe Impoſitions, would every one have as good 
a Chance to be happy, as they; xß 
Deiſt. Does not the Common Reaſon of Mankind a- 
gree upon the Neceſſity of obſerving ſome certain 
Laws and Rules of Living? And how is it poſſible 
for Men to form themſelves into Societies and ſub- 7 
fiſt together without tem? 
Step. Now we. are come to the Point. Every 
Man muſt A according to Reaſon: For this is pro- 
perly following Nature, which was your firſt Rule. 
; Arad is a reaſonable Being ; : and therefore it muſt be 
as hatural for Man to follow his Reaſon as for Beaſts 
to be guided by Inſtinct. But what Reaſon muſt 
he follow, his 251 or other Mens? N 
Dieiſt. Every Man muſt judge for himſelf, that's : 
Xertam..  -; 
Scep. Every Man then muſt act according to his 
own Judgment, muſt he not? 15 
Dieiſt. There can be no doubt of that, _ 
 Scep. Then Oliver and Maſſanello were right ho- 
neſt Men; and are undeſervedly loaded with Re- 
| proach, for taking upon them the Government of 
their Countries, when they judged themſelves to be 
the fitteſt Perſons for redreſſing the Grievances of 
their Times. 
Dei. They broke thro' all Laus to eſtabliſh 
their own Power and Intereſt. 
Step. Laws are out of the Diſpute now, when 


we are deciding things aceording to Common Rea- 
ſon, which is antecedent to, and above all Law. 


Did riot Oliver govern as well, and do as great 
things for the Nation, as any of the Governors he 
turn'd out to make way for himſelf? Were there 
not various Changes ot Government before him, 


all as illegal one as another? How came it to paſs 5 
then that ſome obey'd the Agitators, ſome the Ma- 


Jor- Generals, ſome the Rump, and ſome Oliver, and 


uſed all the Intereſt they had to keep ſuch a mow 
cCular 


Pet in a true Light. 73 
cular Form of Government on ſoot, in oppoſition 
to all others? Was it not becauſe they lik'd one 


Sett of Men better than another; or becauſe they 
had a better Proſpect of making their Fortunes un- 


der one than another? Now Oliver wiſely conſider- 


ing the great Diſtractions of the Kingdom, by rea- 
ſon of theſe many Changes, and the Cuſtom that 
had long prevailed in this Nation, of having one 
perſon ata time to rule over them; and being ful- 
ly perſuaded of his own Abilities, to diſcharge 
ſuch a Truſt; he thought it moſt for the peace and 
advantage of the Nation, to take upon him to be 
Protector. And what if others ſhould be of a diffe- 
rent Opinion from him, and think him miſtaken? 
Let ſo long as he acted according to the beſt Light 
he had, I don't ſee what Right any Man has to 
condemns A ( . 
Dei. There muſt be ſome common Rules which 
all Men are oblig'd to conform to; or elſe every 
thing will be in confuſion: And there are a great 
many ſuch, which the wiſeſt and moſt reaſonable 
Men in all Ages have approv'd and eſtabliſh'd : _ 
And what the. generality of the beſt and wiſeſt of 
Men have thought reaſonable, it would be Preſump- 
tion and Perverſeneſs in others to call in Queſtion. 
Scep. But where are theſe wiſe Men that are to 
be believed upon their own Word ? And what is 
their Authority? Will you take all your Morality 
from Arxiſtotle and Plato? Or from Tully, Epiftetus, 
or Plutarch? Or ſhall Montagne and St. Evremont be 
the Standard Authors? HE ----- co 
Dieiſt. There's no Reaſon to believe any Man in- 
tirely upon his own Word; becauſe no Man is in- 
fallible. The Men you have nam'd, were great 
Men in their Times, and have made a great many 


| wiſe Reflexions, and laid down ſeveral good Rules: 


But a Man muſt uſe his own Diſcretion in chuſing 
and applying them to himſelf. 8 
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| Scep. That is what I ſay, and what I would 
gas. Hp you 18/te. yoke Frnank, 2a oh 


Principles you have; that every Man may live juſt 
as he ſees fit himſelf, and take what Meaſures he 


himſelf pleaſes in the Management and Dire&ion 


of his own Condu&, any thing before advanc'd or 


pretended to notwithſtanding. «© 
Deiſt. That does not follow: Becauſe there are 


no ſuch Rules laid down by any Moraliſt whatſo- 


ber as will allow a Man ſuch an uncontroul'd Li- 
J.. 1 
Step. Pray, what difference is there between a 
Man's acting as he will himſelf, and chuſing what 

Rules he will for himſelf to act by? _ 
Deitt. A great deal: For he that reſolves to go 
by a Rule, whatever his Rule be, will find it very 


ſtrait for him ſometimes. 


Scep. But if I jogg on eaſily in a broad pleaſant 
Road, till I come to a narrow dirty Lane, where 1 
am like to be ſtuck, what ſhall oblige me to go 
ſtrait on, when there are a great many Gaps open 
for me into dry Grounds ; or it is but breaking a a 
Hedge, or leaping a Ditch, to get into better Way ? 
Deiſt. For ſuch as theſe are the Laws made, that 
will not be govern'd by the plain Di&ates of Rea- 


fon, agreed upon by the wiſcſt of Mankind. 


Scep. Still harping upon your Laws! Why, I tell 
| yon, the Laws of the Land are of no more Qbli- 
gation than the Laws of Plato or Tully; only that 
a Company of People have combin'd together to 
puniſh a Man that breaks them; and when thoſe 
that are to be puniſh'd, are ſtronger than the Exe- 
cCutioners, then the Law-makers are like to come 
JJ 
Dieiſt. What, do you make the Laws of a Coun- 
trey no more than the Orders of a Company of 


Banditti, or Rapparees ? 


Creep. Jult ſuch, and no other; ſince in either cafe 


there 


— 
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there is no other Authority to inforce Obedience, 
| but the Power of the Majority to compel thoſe 91 
are unwilling, and to puniſh thoſe that tranſgreſs. 
People that robb in Troops, could never ſecure 
themſelves, or their Booty, if they did not agree to 
help one another, to diſtribute fairly, and to refuſe * 
all Rewards for betraying one another. But if ſome 
of them had an Opportunity of cheating their Fel- 
los, without their knowing it; or had a good 
Proſpect of getting more by betraying them to the 


State, than by living with them, they were Fools if 
they did not; tho if they were caught, they muſt 
be content to undergo the Puniſhment appointed 


| by their Orders. And ſo it is in your greater So- 
CTieties; If a Man could by Murther, Robbery, 
Fraud, or any other way, advance his Intereſt ; ar 
= if he had a mind to break any other Laws, for his 
| Diverſion; he would be to blame, not to take the 
coccaſion, provided it could be done ſafely : But if 
he happen'd to be hang'd for venturing, it was on- 
ly ill Luck, and he muſt ſubmit quietly to what he 
could not help. „ . . 
Dieiſt. This is running all things into Confuſion, 
and making the Condition of Men much worſe than 
that of any other Creatures. 5 
Scep. And ſo indeed it is; If you can provide 
no better for their Happineſs than you do. 
Deiſt. Well, ſince none of my Notions pleaſe you, 
pray propoſe ſome Scheme of your own which von 
- think more rational.  - 8 
Scep. To give you my Thoughts freely upon this 
Subject, without the leaſt Prepoſſeſſion; l muſt 
needs ſay, that in my preſent Opinion, the Chriftt- 
an Morality is more reaſonable and more effectual tg 
all the Purpoſes of Mankind, than any thing that 
is ſet up in its room, whether it were revealed to 
the World in that manner as is pretended, or not. 
Deiſt. If you conſider the Morality only of the 
SO _ Chriſtian 
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Vvelation, you argue juſtly. 
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Chriſtian Religion, it is, I confeſs, a good Collecti- 

on of Precepts, and may be as uſeful to be conſi- 
der'd, as any other Syſtem of that kind; tho? a great 

deal of it I take to be Impracticable, and not well 


adjufied to human Nature. 


Scep. But, beſides that this appears to be in it 
ſelf, the fulleſt and moſt perfect Syſtem of Moral 
Rules for the Direction of Mankind; It is further 
pretended, that it came from God; whom you, as 
well as the Chriſtians, look upon to be the Former 


of Mankind, and to be Infallible: And if ſo, he 


muſt be allow'd to have the beſt Right to preſcribe 
to Men, and to know beſt what Rules are fit for 


, 


Deiſt. If there were any ſuch thing as Divine Re- 


Scep. Then theſe Rules are inforc'd by ſuch vaſt 
Rewards as cannot be refuſed; and ſuch dread- 
ful Puniſhments as cannot be either reſiſted, or en- 


gares; 5 „„ 5 
Deiſt. Still you proceed upon a Suppoſition, That 


all theſe Moral Precepts delivered in the Scriptures, 


were revealed by God. 


Sͤcep. No but ] don't: For revealed, or not re- 
vealed, if it were but throughly and heartily be- 


liev'd, that they came from God, they muſt needs 


make ſtronger Impreſſions upon Men's Minds than 
any other Laws or Rules poſſibly could, whatever 
Opinion they might have, either of the Wiſdom of 
the Law-givers, or the reaſonableneſs of the Laws 
themſelves: Becauſe it is impoſſible for any of us 

to have that Opinion of the Wiſdom and Power of 

Men, as Chriſtians have of the Wiſdom and Power 
of God: Nor can there be ſuch Objects of Hope 


and Fear proposd by human Governors, as their 


i; Heaven and Hell. 


Deif?. The Chriſtian Rules, are, I grant you, in 


the main, good Rules of Life; but it is not reck- 


oned 
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Scep. This is it that gives them al 
rity and Effect: Otherwiſe, as good and uſeful as 
they are allow'd to be, every Man would be oppo- 
ſing his own Judgment, and would chuſe and re- 
ject what he ſaw fit in his own conduct. But if 
| you believe that God revealed them, you mult take 
them all together, and endeavour to conform to 
them all alike, whatever Pride or Luſt ſaid to the 
/ MMT cc = 
Deiſt. Perhaps it might be well to have ſuch an 
Opinion as this prevail, with regard to the Morali- 
ty of the Scriptures, if we were not required to be- 
lieve all that is told us there about Heaven and Hell, 
and a Keſurrection; which are things we have no 
.. ß no el Sw 
Sep. If theſe things were not firmly believed, the 


oned ſufficient to believe them to be good and uſe- 
ful, except likewiſe we expreſly own, that they 
were revealed immediately by God. . 


| their Autho- 


Laws and Precepts you talk of, tho? granted to 
come from God himſelf, would fignify nothing: 


For Laws {that are made to reſtrain the unruly Ap- 
petites and Inclinations of Men, without exceeding 
great Penalties annexed to the Breach of them, 


would never be kept, whatever Wiſdom or Expedi- 


_ ence there might otherwiſe ſeem to be in them. 
Dieiſt. There may be ſome Reaſon for that too. 


But beſides all this, we cannot admit the Chriſtian 


Religion, without believing alſo a great many ſtrange 
__ Matters of Fact, which appear to us either Im- 


poſſible or Abſurd. 


| Scep. Without allowing theſe Facts to be true, 
there can be no ſufficient inducement to any Man 


to believe that thoſe Laws were really given by 


God: Becauſe, whoever pretends to reveal things 
from Heaven, muſt convince Mankind that God 
ſent him, by doing ſuch Works as none but God 
could do; otherwiſe what he ſays will have no 


more 
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more Weight or Authority in it, than if Tully or ” 
SEE EE 4M 
Deitt. What turn'd Chriſtian after all! this is go" 
/ ̃ ͤ TT ney . 
Scep. No, I am not yet turn'd: But if ever I EZ 
could be fixt in any Opinion at all; if I could be 
certain only of this one thing, That there was a al 
God; I ſhould as certainly embrace Chriſtianity : 7 
Becauſe all other Pretences that come ſhort of this, q 
are either vain idle Speculations, or mere Covers and _ 
Excuſes for Libertiniſm: And there's not a jot more 
of Religion in Deiſm than there is in Atheiſm. . | 
| Dei#t, How then! do you take me for an Ath:iſ®  \ 
FCC [+ 
Scep. Neither better nor worſe in good truth: For 4 
all the uſe you make of God, is either to furniſh | 
out an Hypotheſis ; or to avoid the odious impu- 


tation of Atheiſm; or in order to make your Ap- 
proaches the better for attacking the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. For in all the Diſcourſe I have had with you 
about Morality and Religion, you have ſaid no- 
thing at all of the Obligation of obeying God, or 
knowing the Laus he has given you; or of believ- 
( ĩ ĩ ho on 
Dieiſt. Thoſe things that are pernicious to human 
Society, ſuch as Malice, Cruelty, Beſtiality, and the 
like, I do believe, are diſpleaſing to God: And 
that Perſons who are guilty of ſuch ſcandalous 
Things, as their own natural abhorrence of them 
tells them are Crimes that ought to be avoided, 
may, probably, ſuffer ſomething hereafter, upon that 
account, by being confin'd to ſome worſe Planet 
than this Earth; or ſome other way, as that Great, 
but merciful Being, God, ſhall ſee fit. 
 _  Scep. Very well, you own a God; but you'll 
have the making the Laws, and the Penalties far 
him. What you find no Inclination to in your felt, 
that you are plea&'d to allow to be wicked and pu- 
„„ 85 | niſhable, 
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nitnable, and nothing elſe. This is like the extra- 
vagant Fellow that indulg'd himſelf in all kind of 

| Riot and Debauchery; but, not having ſhaken of 
all remains of Religion, when he came to die, 


ed to God to lay Govetouſneſs to his Charge: And 
fo, if Prayer be any part of your Religion, you will 


deſire to be indicted, at the Day of Judgmem, for 
Burglary, and Sheep-ſtealing. But a covetous Deiſt, 

he takes care to provide Puniſhments for Extrava- 
gance and Exceſs: And in ſhort, every Man, ac- 


1 cording to his particular Sins, has a different Scheme | 
of what you call Natural Religion. 


Dez. There are indeed different Seas in our 


5 Religion as well as others; this proceeds from the 


natural Infirmity of human Reaſon. = 
Scep. No, no; you Deifts are all of one Set: 


That is, all of you pretend to ſome Religion, and 
in reality have none at all. 


Dei. That's a very hard Cenſure. Have not 


vou ſeen many N juſt and od Actions 
5 e by Deifts? ? 5 
: on eis; 7 


Scep. T have ſo; but no Thanks to your Princi- 


ples for it. There's no ſuch thing as a thorough A- 
theiſt or Libertine in the World: Human Nature 
does not admit of Perfection in any thing; and 
there are no Characters to be met with exactly 


Good, or intirely Bad. The beſt Chriſtian that e- | 


Fer lived; would depart ſometimes from the Rules 
of his holy Profeſſion: And ſo in like manner the 
moſt confirmed Atheiſt or Villain, would deviate 
ſometimes into Virtue. The Bonitas Nature will 
now and then prevail, and the good Principles laid 
firſt in his Soul by his Mother or Maſter, will ſome- 
times get uppermoſt, whatever pains he has taken 5 
with himſelf to diſcard them. 


Deii7. I proteſt you have got ſuch a knack of dil. | 


puting of all Sides, and of putting Matters into ſo 


many different Views, that there s no dealing with 


you 
* b 


80 The Principles of DEIN 
you. Come, let's hear the Concluſion of the whole | 


——ů— — —— 


Scep. Lou muſt be alluding to Scripture tho* you 


believe nothing of it. But ſince you will have it in 
that Style, the Concluſion of the whole Matter is; 
That either you mu? fear God, and keep his Com- 
mandments; or you may do what ſeemeth you good in 
Jour own Eyes. One of theſe Principles every Man 
muſt have, if he will have any, ; | 


Deiſt. Which of them is yours then? 


Scep. T am not determin'd, any further than if 1 
were to have any fixt Principle to act by, it muſt be 
one of theſe, I was in hopes you would have fix d 
me in the laſt; but I have almoſt diſputed my ſelf 
into the firſt. I begin to doubt, whether I ſhall not 
turn Chriſtian at laſt; becauſe I find already, that 
I am better pleas d to doubt only of the truth of 
that Religion, than utterly to reject it; and the 
Thoughts that I may ſometime or other be a good 
Chriſtian while I live, and a happy Man after death, 
are agreeable to me. Then I find that my Taſte of 
ſenſual Pleaſure abates, and that of Reflexion in- 
creaſes upon me; and I have a ſtrange Averſion 


to the Doctrine of Annihilation. F can't bear the 
Thoughts of being Nothing. I had rather, methinks, 

be a fooliſh little Skipping Shade playing about the 
Elyſian Fields, than to be eaten all up by Worms. 


Deiſt. You begin to cant. Come, where ſhall we 
meet this Evening to take a Bottle? = 


Step. I am now wound up to a ſerious pitch; 


and I'll immediately ſeek out one of the moſt ſenſi- 


ble Chriſtians I can, to talk with, and fee whether 
be cannot give me a better Account of his Faith 
than you do of yours; and ſo fare you well. 
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